An analysis of the Nara Kinpusen temple’s talisman five prison mirror

CHEN Lili

Kinpu mountainin Yoshino mountain is famous as one of the monasteries of the
Japanese Taoism school. The monasteries take the mountains as the stage of religious
activities and require practitioners to practice in the mountains. Therefore, the belief in
mountains is the basis of the monasteries. The monasteries are developed from Shinto,
Buddhism and Taoism, and pursue the unity of man, mountain and God. Kinpusen
temple’s Amulet five prison mirror is the only temple in Japan that worships the true
figure of five mountains in China. This paper analyzes the talisman five prison mirror of
Kinpusen temple in Japan and the true figure and mirror of five Taoist mountains, and
discusses the reference and absorption of the Japanese practice of Taoism to the
elements of Taoism in China, as well as its spread and influence in Japan.

Keywords: Kinpusen temple, the Five prison mirror, the ture figure of
mountains, Taoism, the Japanses practice of Taoisma
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