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The establishment of the translation
of the country name “Xi Ban Ya” (W§¥E4)

SHEN He

At the end of the Ming Dynasty, along with the great discoveries of Western
geography, knowledge of Western geography began to be introduced into China. The
Jesuits represented by Matteo Ricci and Giulio Aleni took the lead in translating foreign
geographical names into Chinese characters, and introduced Western geographical
knowledge into the vision of Chinese readers through media carriers such as maps and
geography books. However, after the 18th century, following the KangXi, YongZheng, and
QianLong ban on education, the introduction of Western learning was interrupted. It was
not until Robert Morrison and other Protestant missionaries came to China to reuse the
resources of the Chinese translation of the Jesuits, and the long-covered knowledge of
Western geography and a large number of translations of country names were
re-introduced into China. Afterwards, Chinese intellectuals who “opened their eyes to see
the world” conducted a summary and selection of geographical knowledge and
translations of country names. Finally, after the Opium War ended, through the efforts of
authors from various countries, the finalization and unification of the translation of
national names with serious differences were completed.

Nowadays, the country name “Spain (Spanish: Espafia)” can be written as the
Chinese character “Xi Ban Ya” (P§¥F %) in both Chinese and Japanese. But before the
translation of national names were completely finalized, in different periods and stages,
“Xi Ban Ya” (P§HF %) had a variety of translated word forms. From the perspective of
cultural interaction, this article sorts out and counts the translated word forms of “Xi Ban
Ya” (P34 ) in various types of Chinese and Japanese documents in the period of about
300 years from the late Ming and early Qing to the “May Fourth New Cultural Movement”.
Discuss its usage and translation characteristics at various stages, and focus on the use of
the country name translation “Xi Ban Ya” (P4 3E4*) by the Qing government and the
Republic of China government in diplomatic situations and the influence of diplomatic
materials on the translation process. Finally, starting from the introduction of the
translation of the country name “Xi Ban Ya” (P4 #f 4*) in Japanese literature, the process
of finalizing the country name translation “Xi Ban Ya” (P4 #f%*) in China and Japan is
discussed from the theory of language contact and the Chinese character vocabulary
system.

Keywords: Translation of national names; “Xi Ban Ya  (F§¥1%); Chinese

character vocabulary system; Language contact
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PEREE 15~ 17H AR, 56 2 BB RS B O AT RE . P 7 BB 22 a0k | OlR 8, IR
BRI, e, fEa T E RO E R BRI AL RS (Matteo Ricel) MBIFAE 514
) (MR A E ) (1602) &b E IR B At A e, 7E AW Y2 Yy, — Tk
WO PESRET PARRIEY. B 1114 M, e “DAPEIEAREE" . “PREREET . “SEIERIEE" GXFE
[ K [ 42 AR AR o BN BT efid, BB N DU RS Bl A R) B, X[ 42 1A AR FE b
MRS R EE & AR A B BRI AR AE L SCAG B AL 4, JRAEh . HPE), TERCC BRI,
Y 44 VA AR N SCAd B P A B 0 £ 5 3] 5 Y 48— (R N #E

PWACIERR G E, BARCLR, SMEMEBL SR ERRS FoiE. BRI . 20RH Kot B i
40082 . Rk, MFEEIIZEREM. BHEZER . BB, DOEKT. 75220 R0 E A ZMEE 3R
B 2 RIS, BUE ISR E 2 PR B AN FIE RGN, P AEAFRRENE L, 202
M, ZIRMEEEER . A LL “Spain (P515 : Espana)” 6, MIBCFIEIC R G0 FE = Bl 140 £
X% 4 PEAR] ) P SR ok, DLACAEAN RIS A b H 7 [ SRR b AR A AR 0L R 44 3] R AR B S SR R R 4t
— & AR R AR 7 T e R [ 44 e CPREEST M E B AR

TR BEDE AR

PEHE AR N RAUEF I A S AT, ARFEHAT KRR (st PRAC S AT BOR, SRS TTRE 1 1 2 i
BRI, SR RPNEAT SO ST AR P T B K 2 . PUEESF — B A E A R Al
R RAEER SR 2 AT, B g b N i o

KT A E e B e B [ 42 BRI RS ORI 23R, ARk (IASEEIE) (1848) S 4EWnF « "RIHATA
B IEEANREAN D . BIOSBREEAAMEA . S, TR mRE S A d, WAPEL S A, m—
WA 2 )L RN SEE BB IR BRI B A I, U HRIZR, BAEAE R & AN A 50 % 1 1)
A AR L IR AR R I A, i TS AR A R I E R, SE R TR,
RS FEE TRk

AR, HhA B 12y BRER 2 IR AT EUL # IR AR A HR SR 2 LA L 5852 5 Hr#f%
b e EAEE ISR TP (K A% R R ANE R B AT 202K, ATRAASE M LA DU AR .

3K, WAEVEYEFE "Espana’ AR EHEATHEE AR, BSIRERS L —IRIBEE. Bl . "B
PEEAREE . KPS e TRANPEEE AR

2, MESETE "Spain” MAE BT BRAGE 4 BA, BT EUR L —IRIIER . Bl T
CRIEFT. CTUHIHET 4E.

1) ZEJK R« (MG E A EMES Y, Figaclm o R AL, 2017, 459 T,
2) ARYPRIE . (MRIEVU T b A AE R DY, B EE I ACHE, 2000, #4170 ~42070.
3) RAKT - CIAZRAERE), MERE, 187T34ERENA, £ 8 T,
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(HBE ) 1848 | 159 | ek ifﬁjg’; %g;: ig;mﬁ RIBJEAL, LA
CEEED) 18531856 | L) | AR RS Bk, KRE. THET
RIS 1856 | T | FEREA DI
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CRRATE) 1860 | 15| TRER P

el 18661889 | 01t | B 124 TN
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(FETI) 1870 |7 | ok

(TSR 18721875 | $F)| THBR. CAES | FNEEE. Bk, R
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T 18731800 | WIF) | ke WORAISS | mgE
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P ) 1875 || SR, BRAAE | U

() 1882 | T | W I
RIS | 1897 | | T & T

A2 1897 | T | mw. mme | Lok
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W KA 02| | A A

(AR 1908 | | Bk WA . Bk B e
CEra) 1916 || AR . R

HWEXFER L PREESEEZ) 3004 51 ANSCHR E A R E CPREEET RBEA ST, TS EIRCR

1. "PEEET RS By E . AT AR LU AT e S DUy R 4, s bR
THREMNRIFA KRG . RN, &EAERE SN BAEIR Fbr S Ren R EH-ASBIR IR 5 3 3.
# 1 PE RSO AEE 1 BRI, EEXPUYESF S "Espana’ M9¢iE "Spain” BEAT T
FIRANES . WA DEIFRE A ES RS FEmR, W Mk (Eberia)” . "EH " Ml &
ST HIR LRI, 45 PUHES F A AN AR R SL AT R — BB EE RN, B8 VU TS T £E 9 7 LE ARSI
iy, AEDEICERT R YES

BONRSIRIE, BORE AR IR ERE NG, HlTrIE 2 iR mm B MR R B
B &) (1843~1852) Ak Tl (@ EHZ) (1853~1856) b, H5 ik 4 Jm ) J1 B o 1 5 gt g S 1)
“Spain” fIEIZ T, tREIEKE “Spain” #IFN MR, R TEER. X I A KE R
ABAT TR, ok B R RO R 2
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F=2 AT MEFEERGITER
RT3 eI =TI
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Sirah IR
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YR "Aa”. EPEAEET /T EEREET N, SAEEYE TaT AR, TERERET MR TR m RN
WETLOCRIEFT . CPHEBERT HR TR R 2.

- HEHEFRECEERENAN R FEREENFAEANE TRERT TRER, T 2R
B JRBREPIF RAERERSEEE, "EAR” H "Luzon” HIFMK. ZFHEERMGLiE (Robert
Morrison) R#ELLE, —BEBA BRI MR . 584 R PR I 42 st A4 A ST 8] 1) i 44 L
PRI AR 2 R SCHR T R BRABBCN G —, ARG e R A SOIRE B S (H BT IR Y A 2 1 s
AR AT, B R RS B AU, ARl BURRRREA . IR 1 s, %%
AR IEEIWIER 2 Mocifih. NS, BB R fis a i CGREEENE) (1848) Wik
bh, 1EFR 1 HEM 48 Pk i

3. MFEMEEEAFESCER P TARKERENR. HAARREANgGE 2 —MNeKrdie, F—1F
FAEAN R SCHR AL T A T SR AE 2 RS DL e i SALIAE (edeggh) (1822) whok “pu 3k
FAE TRERT, MAERER) (FOREEE) (1823) O THR S - —IRA, LL "Espana’ A
XRMPERTEA, o T BEE ChEfenn” . tbAh, 2% (Chalmers John) fE (TEE 4 (1870)
t1 “Spain” BT, HHFEE KRERT, ME CHaedE) (1897) thX#IEME "L . BRxXL
B R ATJa 7P JE 0, B U Ao B AR k2 - AR SR O . Xt SR i, IR
X TR A HIS R 2 AT B T BRI AR AT ) 42 A R RS N

4. LA “Espana’ ARV G AOR SR T i il R B S g — HERE AN . Tl PEONIRISE,
A R AR T BRI, RN MRmT. Tty Rnn” SR e E R E . Hb TR
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SO 1 “PEEEFT R ES i RE. BL "Espana’ NHEENRIE L FER SRS e’
HARPGEEEREG —, B RFERAA "R Em”, "D’ "Hiten” EFEEA.
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5. . EEFMRBEFOET. K EaRAh, B, )
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TR AR, E S
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%3 ERFR “BEHF” PEE. EEFMFAFRERRKIGITER
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HISF 3 SHEE AT LB BILL T A5

4, LL "Espana’ AEEXTRIVE A AP EH BN EETRE, HARET. . " N
(U ETPZ R4S
HK, FHRFFEN AP NE T P RHR 0 N TR B, P AR TN AXERIL, R

HEEERS AN, AR TR 0 BN B el - B & ot N R 7 e 4 BUR G L. A -
£ "ET XRANT TR ES P

“Espana” HHIHE T
“Espana’ ##) “s”

=

5 “Eberia” FE TR BN XMNONT R

6) FIZE. AR OB ST e E A RS R — GREEE) ), GHEIRHEREAR) 2018555211, 5128
1~14071,
7) B - QEEEER),

FVG-LF (1868) HETUA, FAEH A EFAIER.
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XY U 5 "Spain” HET ST XPRMIBLT TET SR BUR . AR R A S A A
XtOCTHHEST R E RLEHEREH .

6. FIRIEZETE . EATEE CHETT B T PR EE RS, BE "ga.
B erfa s, Ea R CUWEAL R M R M CEEST iy T KR “Portugal” " “ga” 1
BE, #jE bR, BONEREE, EUNEEMO TS POV ERER, SEIE. ZETE A
HEMENgY,

SOUE AP TR, KRB RYE CHEST KL, WA T F, (HEBXN R “Espana” Ml
“Spain” HIIRE “ga’ MFRHASG . BUCNXFERHEM R R LA R LA

o, PGS ERALE FORE, WA NP SR —NER, JFHRME . BEFEEEN
I, g R G e AE R SN P AR AL B A IR R, TR ACIZ AN B, W T 5 E A
Ve AT MR BT

Hk, MatAa st (Karl Friedrich August Gutzlaff) % “PHEEA" AOEHIEANf FH 2 B B4
o w5, MR mrH, MWEE EE, &AeMA I PR m S Cit2 38, Si%E (John
Robert Morrison) &5 AT CRPGFEE R H GacE) (1833), FRSIEEL R (4 EARE ) (1838)
WEFEH T X—FAER. 54, WIMEMEREREE, EMEES, YT S51E “Spanien”, HAK &
5 VEIEZFT ML, ST OREREE L7, "pa” KEKRME . HE, WSS AL LN
B (Walter Henry Medhurst) #HiR, JfmRH2ESI0EE. TEEREREZ VIRAE SN2 NGE, %5
Ji B BRI, AT R R IR B R S T S R — MRS . A AR A ST R T GEEEE)
(1853~1856) #l (AN&H##k) (1857) W EEEH T "HHF" MkiaE.

R, MEE D EATLURIL, 58I —FEE N EREREE ST MBMEESC (Eljah Coleman
Bridgman), f£H CRIFEEP R TEA R FYEF" MEESERR Ty o LPeE . xm
TH] S ST SRR A R i B T S i LAl R CPREET A .

= HPEAT BEITEAAIE % 5

1. TREINEAE AP ERIFR BT FETERE

“Espana’ 4] 13 ¥ 1T LUE 3 275 BB 1 “Bonepia” o %1 JR A A5 i oA A1 R o 3 KR KRR
W, T PHEESF WFRA “Bonrepio vitind” , A& EmMIR a2 1 . 5 RPEHEF B/ “Espana” >k H LA
W5 “Hispalis”, A P P B THE o 15K IEA AR U RN B TG
WEE, HEAXGT Y Dgam AR B4 A0 e W (Hispania) M. FJER, JEE M6 21804

&) MINA « (AN “WHIALILAT B WA —— Portugal H A FAKEA L), CGEMSHEA) 20217 50045, 121
e

9) A System of Ancient and Medizeval Geography for the Use of Schools and Colleges, Charles Anthon, New
York: Harper & Brothers. p.14.
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P T A5 Wi e W AE Sk TH S AE RN (2" ES, IETEE “Spain”. EFHINNE LR T
YT v PR R R R R A ] R R PR B

M1 Ry 51 ASTERI ) 73 A K, REAT BLOr AWIRIGY). B R 8 ar. 1R 85 5 =1/
B fEARFEME, TP R Y E A B R RARRAE . R, BEAE P SR ERR AR, & scmk
Xof PG FE A [ S IR A 48 BN R AEAS [ B B 2 B0 % B A
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[ 42 ] B T 7 Ay B
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Wb E AR R S AR R, PR S AEXT TTREESET BRI S AR a g3t 23 Fh, LRSS T
Gy k5 A R RSOCHR b AT BB 2. S A3 0 S i SRR b [ A% R i SR AN SR AL, AR AE B AR T
3 B L A Bl N FIRE R G A B AR . T Fh — Lo SRR R B R AR, X BRSO
[ 44 ] B — B e AN — R AL T — e, TEAN SR

BRI E RGN = =R, ZWME. HIEX (James Legge). TRER (William Alexander
Parsons Martin) « #6 SCEEAL B RO R e A PR rRaE . el — D2 e
52 (Educational Association of China) FIHT#UE Bt HE LU UhxT % 4k o 1) & 28 L ARE A 1 17]

10) From Frontier Policy to Foreign Policy:the Qusetion of India and the Transformation of Geopolitics, Matthew
W .Mosca, California: Stanford University Press, 2013. p.214~216.
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