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The creation of Hunminjeongeum and Buddhism policy

INOUE Fumina

Research on Hunminjeongeum has progressed from a linguistic approach;
however, there have not been enough attempts to analyze the background of its
establishment from a historical perspective, based on the political situation and power
structure of the time.

In this paper, I will discuss the process of the creation of the Hunminjeongeum by
analyzing King Sejo’s Buddhist proverb-unraveling project, and summarize the many
unrecorded trials and errors and the twists and turns in the process of the creation of the
new script, including the principles of the character matrix and orthography as seen in
the example books, and the background of the times.

In addition, the fact that Sejong requested the cooperation of people who had
good knowledge of Buddhism in the creation of the new script suggests that Buddhism
had a great influence on its creation.

Keywords: King Sejong, Hunminjeongeum, Hangul, King Sejo, Buddhist literature
in Korean translation
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