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It is with the deepest sadness that | pay my respects to my dear friend, brotherly comrade, and
lifelong companion, the late Prof. Ahmed Sayed Ahmed Shoeib, of the Cairo University Faculty of
Archaeology, who passed away on October 25, 2021, at the age of 68.

My association with the late Prof. Shoeib dates back to our boyhood. We both lived in the same
community (Shubra al-Balad) and after completing our compulsory education, we enrolled in the same
secondary school in the city of Qalyub. Prof. Ahmed Shoeib was younger than me, but we used the
same vehicle to get to school, met up during our summer holidays, and often played soccer together.

My friend chose to pursue the sciences in secondary school, and then enrolled in the Department
of Egyptology of Cairo University’s Faculty of Archaeology after graduating from secondary school.
After graduating from Cairo University, he traveled to Italy, where he obtained a diploma and then a
master's degree in archaeological restoration. He subsequently went to Poland, where he obtained a
PhD in the conservation and restoration of murals. Upon his return to Egypt, he took up a lectureship
at the Department of Conservation and Restoration in the Faculty of Archaeology at Cairo University,
though at the time, we were both busy with our own work and as such did not frequently have the
chance to see each other. Then, in 1999, Prof. Ahmed Shoeib visited me at the National Research
Centre, where | was working, and we enjoyed a long chat about our research and our lives. Following
that, we began to meet regularly, either at his office at Cairo University or in mine at the National
Research Centre.

Later, Prof. Shoeib and | began to collaborate on a joint research project. We co-authored a
paper on the deplorable state of the murals in the burial chamber at Mastaba Idout and the necessity
of their restoration. That paper sparked the beginning of the Egyptian-Japanese Mission for the
Mastaba Idout, which was organized to restore the murals of the Mastaba Idout in collaboration with

Prof. Hiroshi Suita of Kansai University in Japan. Thereafter, | continued to supervise and examine

many master's and doctoral theses with Prof. Shoeib on the conservation and restoration of
archaeological sites.

The late Prof. Shoeib was a valued colleague and a loyal friend — one who was as close as a
brother to me. We collaborated on many scientific and practical matters, and after he became Director
of the Central Administration for Conservation and Restoration of Monuments in 2002, it was mainly
thanks to him that | became involved in the work of the Supreme Council of Antiquities. We continued
to work together, taking part in numerous research projects together at the national and international
level. We traveled together to Japan and many European and Arab countries, enjoying amusing
conversations as we provided each other with mutual support. Nor was this relationship just between

the two of us as individuals; our families also spent time together, and we visited each other's homes



for holidays and celebrations.

Prof. Ahmed Shoeib has held various positions, including as the Director of the Center for the
Restoration and Conservation of Antiquities at Cairo University and the Head of the Department of
Conservation and Restoration. He has supervised many master's and doctoral theses, written numerous
books and articles that have been published in academic journals both in Egypt and internationally,
and participated in many research projects, conferences, and workshops in Egypt and around the world.
Prof. Shoeib held views of scientific importance with regard to mural restoration and stone
maintenance, his personal fields of expertise. As a researcher, he was always open to new ideas. He
was calm, kind, magnanimous, amiable, and co-operative towards his colleagues and his pupils.

Prof. Ahmed Shoeib may no longer be with us in the flesh, but his pure spirit is not far away;
he will live on in our hearts and memories for as long as we live.

Dear friend, we pray that Allah will receive you into His Eternal Gardens of Paradise and grant
patience and solace to your bereaved family and students. My lifelong friend, may Allah have mercy

upon your soul.
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