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An Interim Report on the Practical Communicative Skills

of Japanese-Language Teachers
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Momoyo Shimazu

In this interim report based on my recent research, I highlight the need for further
investigation of the practical communicative skills of Japanese-language teachers, which
although considered important, have to date received little analytical attention. In order to
research such skills, three basic questions need to be addressed: (1) What practical commu-
nicative skills do Japanese-language teachers have? (2) How are practical communicative
skills developed in the education of Japanese-language teachers, and (3) How can practical
communicative skills be evaluated? I further propose that answers for these questions should
be sought in the following contexts: (1) classroom management, (2) classroom activities, (3)
student consultations, and (4) small talk during class time. In the report, I suggest the
development of educational materials for inexperienced teachers that draw on real-world
examples of classroom dialogues between teachers and students showing where and when a
teacher’s practical communicative skills are required. These educational materials will be
useful, not only for educating Japanese-language teachers, but also for teachers of other

languages or fields in which practical communicative skills are required.
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