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French missionary Mermet-Cachon as an interpreter and diplomat
—Through his collaboration to the Japanese-Italian treaty negotiations

LE ROUX Brendan

The so-called «Ansei Five-Power Treaties» signed in 1858 made
possible for US, Russian, Dutch, English and French nationals to live
in the open ports of Japan. As a consequence, missionaries also
began to arrive there, and among them were the two first French
missionaries to live in Mainland Japan, father Girard in Edo and
Kanagawa (arrived 6 Sept. 1859) and father Mermet in Hakodate
(arrived 25 Nov. 1859) .

Born in Sept. 1828, Mermet entered the seminary of the Paris
Foreign Missions in 1852, and after having been ordained, he left for
Japan on 25 Aug. 1854. From February 1855, he stayed in the
Rytkyt Islands in order to learn Japanese, but he had to go back to
Hong-Kong in October 1856. Nevertheless, when he arrived in
Hakodate, Mermet, who had also taken part as Baron Gros’
interpreter in the negotiations for the first Japanese-French treaty
in October 1858, already had a deep knowledge of Japan and of the
Japanese language. He then stayed in Hakodate until the summer of
1863, but as the propagation of Christianity was still forbidden in
Japan from the spring of 1864, he had to engage into many other
activities.

After having returned to France for a short time, Mermet was
engaged as interpreter by Roches, the second French Minister in
Japan from the spring 1864. During the two years and a half that
he served at the French legation, he again took part in a wide
range of activities. The one that we wish to talk about in this
article is the role that Mermet played during the negotiations for
the first Italian-Japanese treaty, which took place between july and
september 1866.
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WA S 7 (MBS N5, FIGL HIZ AV ADBIN G 072D T, &)
DOEHIITEH =M% 8 U CHEA TV o 720 HEHZRE (RIR144E (1843) —
BIIR22 (1889)) L\ DI, FEFEICB VT AN AIZT T v Al (L 3Gk
B ANT, BAPHEICHAIFL., RICHEHOBEBRE IR o7 A\WTH
Bo 1863MF12HIC7 5 v AEMI - v Y 2G5 I12Fe o TR L 7Bt s s
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SR :

«A mezzodi 1 tre commissari giapponesi arrivano a cavallo con 1
segretari ed interpreti. (..)

(.) 1I sig. M. de Cachon non ha potuto venire; ma gl interpreti
glapponesi sono molto intelligenti, essi parlano linglese e l'olandese;

Shioda conosce bene il francese e quindi possiamo intenderci e discutere

tuttl 1 testi che ci occorre esaminare pel confronto del nostro progetto
cogli altri trattati. (..)

L’'indomani terminammo l'esame del progetto e fu deciso che la
convenzione commerciale del 25 giugno sarebbe integralmente inserita
nel nostro trattato, il quale doveva scriversi in italiano, olandese e

glapponese. Ma si convenne piu tardi che all' olandese lingua poco

conosciuta in Italia sarebbe sostituito il francese, e che quest’ ultimo

testo si avrebbe per il solo corretto nel caso di contestazione intorno al
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valore od al senso di qualche articolo. Il trattato poi doveva essere

esecutorio 1 1° gennaio 1867, aspettando le ratificazioni, le quali si

scambierebbero al pit presto che fosse possibile. II sig. M. de Cachon

arrivd molto opportunamente il mattino del 13 per aiutarci a

determinare alcune questioni di forma le quali erano rimaste in sospeso,

e cl separammo infine promettendo di rivederci fra otto o dieci glorni

per la firma. (.)%
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»
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