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Beginning of the Eighteenth Century

JEONG Youngsil

Diplomatic relations between Korea and Japan, which were
suspended during the Japanese invasions of Korea between 1592
and 1598, were normalized when the Korean side asked for
prisoner repatriation after the wars were over. Tokugawa leyasu’s
defeat of Toyotomi Hideyoshi’s government and the beginning of the
Edo bakufu, with a concomitant unification of political interests,
contributed to restored relations. As a result, Korean delegations
were dispatched to Japan between 1607 and 1811 for a total of
twelve times.

The account of their experiences in an unusual foreign country
during an age of seclusion, “Records of Missions to Japan,” were
written by the Korean envoys dispatched to Japan. Not only are
many aspects of Edo Japan portrayed in these records, but the
concrete examples depicted in them reveal how Koreans viewed
Japan at the time. In particular, after the political situation in both
countries stabilized, the main objective of the Korean missions
became cultural exchanges, which receive the most focus in the
records. A large number of Korean envoys recorded accounts of
their interactions with Japanese men of letters, including their
evaluations of the Japanese they met, their feelings toward them,
etc. There are differences in perceptions of the Korean envoys
toward the same Japanese individuals depending on the respective
ranks of the Koreans and the relationships between the envoys and
the Japanese with whom they interacted. The varying shades of
amicability are palpable in the records.

The records show that the fiercest debate occurred on the Korean
side when envoys were sent in to Japan in 1711, and Arai Hakuseki
(1657-1725) , a Japanese statesman, requested a change in the rules

The Joseon Missions to Japan and Japanese Intellectuals at the

65



ALZSHIZ BT B Wi & AllE

for dispatching Korean missions to Japan. The chief envoy, Jo
Tae-eok (1675-1728), and his deputy envoy, Yim Su-kang ( 1665-
1721) , immediately directed their harshest criticism at the Tsushima
government officials who served as intermediaries, as well as at
Arai Hakuseki. In spite of the potential for this incident to grow
into a dangerous diplomatic row for both countries, interpreter Kim
Hyeon-mun recorded very little about this or other sensitive
diplomatic negotiations.

When a conflict concerning a banquet to be held at Hokoji, the
site of Toyotomi Hideyoshi’s Great Buddha, occurred in 1719, chief
envoy Hong Chi-jung (1667-1732) sought peaceful reconciliation, but
at the same time was distressed by the issue of the Seishindo.
Meanwhile, even as the envoy official Sin Yu-han quarreled directly
with Amenomori Hosht (1668-1755), a Japanese interpreter and
Confucian scholar, a Korean military officer, Jeong Hu-gyo, wrote a
brief explanation concerning the Hokoji, after which positive
critiques were made of Amenomori Hosht and the classics.

Thus, in spite of the seeming uniformity in the depictions of
envoys’ experiences in “Records of Missions to Japan,” it is possible
to discern clear differences in the descriptions contained therein.
This paper focuses on the nature of the interaction between the
Korean envoys and Japanese intellectuals at the end of the Edo
period by examining the differences generated by the ranks of each
envoy and the form of interaction between the envoys and the
Japanese.
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