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An Evaluation of Wang Anshi and His Political Reforms
in the Early Southern Song Dynasty:
From the View of Politics, Scholarship, and Administration

JIN Yi

Abstract:

The Political Reformation of Wang Anshi in the northern Song dynasty had
a far-reaching influence on the Sung society. In the early Southern Sung dynasty,
leading by the emperor Gaozong and his court, Wang Anshi and his New
Policies was blamed for Northern Song's perdition. The official history, which
was compiled from this political standpoint, basically decided the official historical
materials of Wang Anshi and his reform. In the middle Southern Song dynasty,
the scholars such as Zhu Xi and Lu Jiuyuan began to reflect and criticize more
profoundly on Wang Anshi and his theory and New Policies. At the same time,
the officials who participated in the local administration also established a deeper
understanding of some measures of Wang An-shi's New Policies. Therefore, from
the early to middle Southern Song dynasty, the evaluation and rethinking on
Wang Anshi's New Theory and the New Policies had great changes, which was
the result of the interweaving of multiple factors such as the political

environment, the construction of scholarism and practical rationality.
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