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Abstract

Different from the geography books written by early Protestant missionaries
in China, Xinshi dili beikao quanshu (New Explanations of the Study of
Geography) was a professional geography monograph written during the Opium
Wars by José Martinho Marques (1810-1867), a Portuguese Sinologist born in
Macau. It was an important source for Wei Yuan's Haiguo tuzhi ({llustrated
Treatise on the Maritime Kingdoms, 1843). Xu Jiyu (1795-1873) also evaluated
the book highly. As a professional geographical monograph, the new style in
Xinshi dili  beikao quanshu directly influenced the compilation of William
Muirhead's Dili quanzhi (Comprehensive Gazetteer of Geography, 1859).

This article first briefly discusses the life of Marques and the completion of
Xinshi dili beikao quanshu. It also compares the original content with the
directly quoted content in Haiguo tuzhi, as well as the book’s influence on Dil:
quanzhi. Finally, centering on Xinshi dili betkao quanshu, it explains the two-way
process of mutual influence and integration between foreign cultures and native
culture after the Opium Wars and discusses the significance of Xinshi dili beikao
quanshu on the spread of Western geographical knowledge in China.
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