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A Study on the Practice and Educational Value of
an International Co-learning Program with a Bhutanese University

Takayoshi KUSAGO and Shin HASEGAWA

Abstract

To nurture young people from an international perspective who can respond to the advancement of
globalization and contribute to the creation of an intercultural society, it is important to develop a new
method in tertiary education, one of which is the development of international co-learning programs. This
paper focuses on the International Co-Learning Program (MSBI@BT: Making Sustainable Society By
Interaction at Bhutan), which was developed and piloted by Kansai University in collaboration with Royal
Thimphu College in Bhutan, as a new educational method, and discusses the outline of the program and
its educational value to participating students based on educational effectiveness evaluation scales and
qualitative data.

Keywords: International co-learning, Bhutan, Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), educational value,
travel/face-to-face, online/distance, educational effectiveness evaluation scales
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A. EfR - xTER

(1) HEEE» 5> 0FV
While playing the game in the second class I found out that we the people are so focused on
achieving our own goals that we hardly see what is happening in the world and does not even
bother to look at the world condition meter. If the developmental activities were carried out in

accordance with the needs reflected on the word meter than everybody would have been self

sustained and no one would have been the victim of externalities.

COTUTIAEELT, BOP—EEILE THOWMON S WZ ELRYIZT L] vyl
Thhbo WRREDZILZEZLILEIRUTH L, BIRE Lo WAL L QEET, T
FICEN L LTz Bl 21X, SDGs Game # 1T\, SOMHFEDZ L 2E2 L L, 547> T
WD HGDITENO HIZHRRMFIZREEET 2 L EOAN TR K12k o7z, F/2. ik &
TR, ARG E CGBTETWEDL S )EIOZ L TERC, EHT A2 REZLEEL 5,
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(2) NAROFEVOMmIiE

I am glad that I got an opportunity to meet such wonderful people and understand them even

11) )53 (RTCAESGE, BRAEHATE) OFIMNT 5,
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though communication was a small problem it was a new experience for me entirely. I personally
feel that there are a ton of things Bhutanese and Japanese can learn from one another. I hope
that there are future exchanges which I feel that both Bhutanese and the Japanese can benefit

from.
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(1)

Fro74 2 - E5RE
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This session gave me a platform to research the field which I am passionate about, which is “the
Quality of Education in Bhutan” during the time of pandemic. Moreover, I am contented that I
could share my findings to my Japanese friends who reciprocated with much enthusiasm and
constructive comments. Besides, I am very pleased that I could meet Japanese friends and other
university faculty who were very encouraging and forthcoming. This cross-cultural learning has
served the very purpose of learning something beyond the classroom walls.

The exciting part about this seminar was exchanging our cultures and talking about our country
and the lifestyle to our Japanese friends. In addition, we not only discussed the bright and good
sides of our countries but also discussed about serious issues and problems that both the
countries are currently facing. Moreover, we have also discussed about the new normal in both
the countries and how we are going about with the virus across the globe. Also the fact that we
had guest speakers made the event more fun where both the countries had chosen two person
who are very familiar with both the countries. The seminar was a very fun learning program
and I enjoyed all the events and even the presentation slides of our Japanese friends were very

cute and attractive.
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(2) T—2>EBARDFELEFEDIRATDEL

I was personally overwhelmed with the problems occurred to Japanese students. Not in regards
to academia but in regards to finding a job. It is unnatural to find students working and studying
at the same time in Bhutan but it is considered efficient and independent in Japan. The level of
maturity and independency is different and unique in each culture and tradition thus, with the
help of the program. I was exposed to such culture and tradition uncovered a little part of the

world.
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