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Abstract
Child abuse has become a serious issue in Japan, and the “Act on Prevention of Child Abuse’
enacted in 2000 has already been amended eight times combined with “Child Welfare Act” and
related laws. Despite changes in the law however, the number of child abuse cases has not

»

decreased, it has continued to increase. Child Guidance Centers are responsible when child abuse
is reported. According to the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, child abuse requires
support for prevention of outbreaks, early detection, appropriate measures at early stages, protec-
tion of abused children, and aids towards promoting independence. Every time a serious incident
occurs, both the Child Guidance Center and the government seem to be busy dealing with the
abuse, but in reality, it is important to create a system of abuse prevention. Therefore, this paper
will clarify the current situation pretaining to child abuse, and how Japan has dealt with the issue,
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in order to discuss the system necessary for child abuse prevention.

Key Words: Child Abuse, Act on the Prevention, etc. of Child Abuse, Child Welfare Act, Child Guidance Center
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