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A study of the business activities in the Ube area, Yamaguchi
Prefecture, includes a look at four Hakuen-Shoin graduates:
Hayashi Sensuke, Murata Mashitaro, Kito Kannosuke and Kato
Ryokichi; all of whom were men of high repute, who supported
the founder of Ube Industries, Ltd., Watanabe Sukesaku.

YOKOYAMA Shunichiro

This paper investigates the business activities and underlying ethics of Hayashi
Sensuke, Murata Mashitaro, Kito Kannosuke and Kato Ryokichi, all of whom men
of high repute, who supported the founder of Ube Industries, Ltd., Watanabe Suke-
saku, to better understand the nature of businessmen who graduated from
Hakuen-Shoin, a private academy of Chinese studies. As a result, I found that their
business ideas and system were greatly influenced by their fathers and Confucian
teachers, who tried to control their greed, pleasure and enjoyment and adapt to the
new society, science and civilization after the Meiji Restoration, as the responsi-

bility of rulers.

F—v—F AEFR (Hakuen-Shoin), #lff (Hayashi Sensuke). #¥H¥EHAHER
(Murata Mashitaro) . ##ERZ /- (Kito Kannosuke). MEseH  (Kato
Ryokichi). %%% (men of high repute)
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