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A study of fourth—century Yamato — Gaya relations :
A focus on in—kingdom trends

Inoue chikara

(Kansai University)

The discovery of Japanese artifacts in the Gimhae Daeseong-dong tombs and Gaya artifacts in Japan indicates
the presence of trade relations between Japan and Gaya—Ilocated in the southern Korean peninsula—conducted
by the Yamato southeast force.

This is corroborated by the discovery of Japanese triangular-rimmed mirrors, decorated with images of
immortals and beasts, at the Okinoshima ritual site, which has been tied to Yamato-Gaya relations since the
latter half of the fourth century.

A cylindrical bronze object and bronze whorl plaque with central boss were evaluated as artifacts that point
to relations with the Yamato northern force (Saki Tumulus). However, burials do not continue in specific Kofun
groups and areas that were central to the distribution. This lack of a region suggests that it is difficult to tie the
distribution to a particular force. It should be noted that the two artifacts are not commonly associated and the
tombs in which they were found could have existed as separate forces.

In other words, the Yamato kingdom experienced a transitional political situation alongside changes in the
East Asian situation in the middle of the fourth century. This continued until the Mozu-Furuichi Tumulus that

appeared in the Kawachi plain reached its peak.

Keywords | Japanese artifacts, Yamato kingdom, Geumgwan Gaya, Daeseong-dong tombs, East Asia
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