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The Shipping Activity of the China Merchants’
Steam Navigation Co. in the Late 1940s

MATSUURA Akira

Abstract: The China Merchants’ Steam Navigation Co. (CMSN) was founded
in 1872 as The CMSN Co. and would then grow as a representative company of
East Asia. Since the end of the 19th century, however, as well as the mainly Euro-
pean and US steamship companies operating in China, a Japanese steamship
company would enter the fray and compete intensely in the navigation business.
During the Sino-Japanese War period in particular, the ring ships of the CMSN
were recruited to Chinese warships and the navy business remained sluggish.
However, after the anti-Japan war, the new voyage project was restarted, amid the
withdrawal of Japanese steamship companies.

This paper thus describes how the CMSN after the anti-Japanese war devel-

oped the navigation business

F—17—F : 19408015 (the Late 1940s) . #@fisdAi%)s (China Merchants' Steam
Navigation Co. (CMSN)). E7L#itl#% (Yangtze River route). JLFEMUES
(Northbound Route) . FEfiEE (South Ocean Route)
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