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Uighur Wooden Movable Types Newly Discovered
in the Naito Collection

TAKATA Tokio

When Naito Torajiro (Konan) went to Europe, from late summer of 1924 until
January 1925, to examine the Dunhuang manuscripts preserved in London and
Paris, Paul Pelliot presented him four pieces of Uighur wooden movable types.
These movable types were a part of Pelliot’s finds from one of the Mogao caves in
Dunhuang in 1908. These pieces, long left unattended, were recently found in the
Naito collection of the Kansai University Library by the present author. This essay
explains the current state of these movable types and their history. Pelliot also
donated Uighur movable types, on occasion, to institutions such as the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York and Toyo Bunko in Tokyo. Subsequently, the second
Russian expedition, led by Oldenburg, also acquired Uighur movable types in 1914.
More pieces were discovered at Dunhuang by the Dunhuang Institute of Arts
between 1944 and 1949, and more recently, by Dunhuang Academy between 1988
and 1995, during the course of a systematic excavation. Based on the different types
of defects noted on them, it appears that the Uighur movable types discovered so
far were not used. However, they are worthy of attention as evidence of the Uighur
people attempting to adapt the technique of movable type to printing Uighur books

despite difficulties presented by linguistic peculiarities.

F—J—F: Y127 (Uighur). %/ (Dunhuang). MRS (Naito Konan). FlI
% (Printing History). %% (Movable type)
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) DO ENZTN LT (transliteration). FFEE (transcription), #E%. 7 4 Z IV TFOFEMAIIDOWT
X, —ERR—=8 — - = ABIROREE

) B LMEHAZ TRV ETIUE, F—0 v ST AT L72AEMRERC X 2 W REEA D 5. ATEIEE
VIANGEREAENT, T4 TVLTFHHEDIZETH L, AENPINETA ZVETERE# L T2 &
BT, N2 202 2o Tz L, [k i B iz 12  — KRR Bl (1) ]
[RBRELREEL] 45614545 3 98, 04EIC. IIMEIZO G E LT, AED [Hal 7 A 7 VEOHREEAS
BRESN TEHEO=KEHIBEHO O TIE% L, Bl ) OBWHAY Vs O— Fiii-o CHEIEL
TVl WAEZHHWMYIIE D) 5] Lo LA ENT WS, [HREE] LV DidbbA AR
BT, Y A DHEF I S 72FFO S E R ATFICEN TV S Z EIFEWDTR WV, 72k 2 REICES 20N
AEZELTH, WML EERIC 2 I DL IEEZLNLZ VDT, ZOEKRYEHDTI I TIMHAT
FroldbnbEZTEL,

5

6



370

B : $5i&=E
A

S g g
1

E=: Eg

pe

84
—

(AR (2, FAERBICEC TBINCTRAZ2HEEEER 7 120, A 7T
DVTIR—FHWN TR, ZLOMIKIEDH 5 72IENRWAS, FRE S NAITZEOMEHZ L
)LV EZ o289, TNETHMEBEENZOY A ZIVIEFIZE R L2722
ED, INFETRCIVL Y v a Y HHICEEREL CWeREZEHO—DTHH 5,

2 RYFTOFRLEZDH

BB SR TR AT o TR — b - A1) ik, 19084 5 H23H (1) 12, w4 ZIViET%
BRI L, 20 [Py Y 7EBEHZY ORH ORI, <) FEUTO L) 12T 5,

[E181 I BT, BV DIVFEOEW ZEIRIT 2 DIHWGEE L8, 8612400
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de fragments imprimés dont un certain nombre de feuillets si-hia.” Pelliot, Carnet des routes, p.295.
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