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A Study on Ga Noriyuki and His Translation

— Focus on An introduction to Politics and Translation Words
in Chinese Characters

ZHU Feng

Ga Noriyuki was a Chinese interpreter in Nagasaki at the end of the Edo period.
He learned English, and translated numerous English books into Japanese. This paper
focuses on one of his books entitled “An introduction to Politics (1871),” and the
terms in Chinese characters. This paper explores whether his Chinese background
influenced the words he chose for his translation or not.

There are two categories of translation words in his book. One is concerned with
new terms written in Chinese characters, which were newly created for Western con-
cepts, such as “minshushugi” for democracy. Another is about original terms written
in Chinese characters, such as “Yuga” for court of justice, and “Wukeai” for bail.

In a comparison with some translated books and some Chinese textbooks, I
found that Ga Noriyuki’s new terms almost all existed in other books, and that his
original terms were from Chinese, not from Japanese. Clearly, this means that his
background as a Chinese interpreter had influenced his translation. To help his
readers understand these original Chinese character terms, he endeavored to attach
a brief Japanese description to the left of the Chinese characters.

Though the original terms in Chinese characters, which were used in his book, did
not become Japanese words in the end, these original terms in Chinese characters did

help people to gain knowledge of western culture during Ga Noriyuki’s period of history.

F—17— F : EiRE: (translation) ., A5 (Chinese interpreter). {2 (Ga Noriyuki).

#RE4e (terms in Chinese character)
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But, although men need the assistance of each other, each is to have the care of
himself. And although it is every one’s duty to receive the needy and the suffering, it is
so ordered that each is to provide especially for himself and his household. Thus a
greater number is cared for, and better cared for, than there would be if each other
labor alike for all, or for no one in particular”. (First Book on Civil Government, 1867)

But, although men need the assistance of each other, they are so formed that each
must have the care of himself. If every man were fed and clothed from a common store
provided by the labor of all, many, depending upon the labor of others, would be less

industrious than they now are”. (The Government Class book, 1865)
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