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Crisis Management and Flood Control in Castle Towns

YANO Shiro*

The construction and maintenance of an early modern castle towns were historical events that
transformed the landscape of a community on an unprecedented scale. The most significant differences
between medieval castle towns of the previous era and early modern castle towns were that early
modern castle towns were designed as an integrated part of the castle and zoned into samurai districts,
townspeople towns, and temple towns. Another difference is that multiple feudal lords with different
Kokudaka (a system for determining land value in the Edo period) entered the same castle town where
Fudai feudal lords settled. The fact that a number of feudal lords moved into a castle town under the
Bakugan system meant that the town had to have a network of streets that were easy to use for all of
the lords, who were all different in Kokudaka, and it was necessary to develop infrastructure such as
water supply and sewage systems. However, the region was vulnerable to natural disasters because of
the priority given to military affairs and the centrality of the fiefdom above all else. This paper
examines the early modern castle town of Koromo in Mikawa Province, which was promoted from a
camp to a castle town and had to be altered or relocated due to natural disasters. The Yahagigawa River
flowed through the eastern part of the castle area of Koromo and was, therefore, subject to recurrent
flooding. In 1749, when the Naito clan, feudal lord of the castle, entered Koromo, the castle, and the
samurai residences were relocated from the adjacent area of the Machiya (townhouses), which was on
lower terrain, to Dojiyama, 0.8 km west-southwest of the castle, due to flooding. At that time, some of
the Machiya (townhouses) in the Miyake clan’s Jinyamachi period were also relocated to a wooded area

connected to the castle grounds.

Key words: carly modern castle town, transfer of feudal loads, river channel change, natural disaster,

alteration of castle town, castle relocation, Koromo
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