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Two Toyo Spinning Company Related Factories in
Early Showa Period, Futami District of Akashi City, Hyogo Prefecture

YAJIMA Iwao*

This study focused on two Toyo Spinning Company (Toyobo) related factories, Akashi Factory and
Harima Jufu (heavy fabric), which were once located in the Futami district of Akashi City. This study
clarified the history of these factories. The Kotoura Boseki (cotton spinning) Futami Factory, built in
1936, produced tire cords. In 1939, this factory was acquired by Toyo Spinning Company, which was
aiming to diversify, and became the Futami Factory. At the end of the war, it was used as a factory for
Kawasaki Aircraft Industries. After the WWII, it was restored to a factory that produced tire cords and
other products. It operated until 1979. On the other hand, Harima Hanpu (canvas), which was founded
in Higashifutami in 1918, merged with Toyo Sensyoku (staining), a subsidiary of Toyo Spinning
Company, as it became difficult to procure raw materials after the outbreak of the Japanese Chinese
War. It was the factory with the largest production volume of heavy cloth in Japan. At the end of the
WWII, it was leased to Toyo Spinning Company, and continued to produce heavy fabrics as the
Higashifutami factory until the end of the WWII, and was also responsible for manufacturing textile
products for military use. This factory continued production even after the WWII as the Toyo Spinning
Company Higashifutami Factory. From 1959, it operated as the Harima Jufu Factory of Toyo Spinning
Company Group until 1994.

Key words: Futami district of Akashi City, cotton industry, Toyo Spinning Company, WWII, military
goods
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