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B AR R O TR & HEN OB (ZK)

Relationship between Routes from Hokkaido to Karafuto
and Establishment of Port in Wakkanai

MIKI Masafumi*

This paper aims to clarify reasons for the development of the port of Wakkanai. Because the port of
Otaru had mainly been developed as a gateway to Karafuto (now South Sakhalin), that of Wakkanai
was less used after its opening in the 1910s. The port of Wakkanai was developed because of increasing
of comings and goings to Karafuto caused by the opening of the Chihaku railway voyage between
Wakkanai and Odomari (now Korsakov). Because improvement works to harbors came after railways
had been constructed before the 1910s, critical mass was achieved after the completion of the Soya Line
between Asahikawa and Wakkanai in 1922. In even 1907, the Ministry of Karafuto had granted the
rights to operate seaways mainly from Otaru and a few from Wakkanai to Karafuto. Because passengers
had been mainly transported from central and southern Hokkaido and Honshu to Karafuto, few ones had
reached northern Japan by the Soya Line. Few cargoes had reached northern Hokkaido and a few ones
had made it to Karafuto by the Chihaku voyage. In Wakkanai Town after the 1920s, the population
increased, and more merchants and corporations were doing business. Wakkanai Town had mainly

constructed facilities for passengers in urban areas.

Key words: Wakkanai, Karafuto, Chihaku railway voyage, Soya Line, passenger
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