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Recent Supply Trends of Condominiums and their Future
after the Economic Bubble Period in Nishi Ward, Osaka City

KAGAWA Takashi*

The supply of urban condominiums, which was subdued during the Japanese economic bubble period
(1986-1991) began recover in the mid-1990s. Deregulation under the Urban Planning Act and the
Building Standards Act, particularly the introduction of sky rate (the ratio of “sky area” when looking
up the sky from a certain point with a 360-degree camera), has encouraged the supply of high-rise
condominiums in many cities. The study area of this article is the eastern half part of Nishi Ward,
Osaka City. Here, the supply of condominiums has become more active in the last twenty five years and
restoration of the area surrounding Osaka’s CBD as a residential district has been remarkable. This
study provides an overview of trends and the characteristics of condominium supply throughout Osaka
City’s Nishi Ward, and then explores issues for the future regarding living conditions in the surrounding

area of the CBD.

Key words: condominium, high-rise condo, deregulation, sky rate, Nishi Ward, Osaka City
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