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Transformation of the Senshu Towel Industry Based
on the Field Surveys Conducted in 1993 and 2023

OKAMORI Hiraku*

This thesis observes the transformation of the Senshu towel industry through the field surveys
conducted in 1993 and 2023. Senshu is the southern region of Osaka Prefecture, with Izumisano City as
its hub, has been leading the Japan’s towel production along with Imabari in Ehime Prefecture. Peaking
out in 1970’s to 80°, however, the number of factories and the output of Senshu towel industry have
shrunk to less than 20% of the heyday. It was mainly due to the following reasons; competition with
imported towels, stagnant domestic demands and urbanization of the area accelerated by the launch of
the Kansai International Airport. Considerable number of the towel factories were converted to
residential properties. In order to break through the adversities, the towel manufacturers diversified their
products and developed ecological and value-added lines. Osaka Towel Kogyo Kumia (the Osaka Towel
Produecers’ Guild)registered these new lines as Senshu Kodawari Towel brand. (Kodawari means
something with elaboration and devotion.) This has helped to integrate designing, production and
marking processes form customer oriented perspectives. Yet in 2019, one of the large established
producers was absorbed to a major textile trading firm. Since then in the Senshu towel industry a big

cash-rich factory coexists with numerous local small-sized manufacturers.

Key words: traditional local Industry, Osaka Towel Producers’ Guild, imported towel, Senshu Kodawari

Towel, Izumisano City
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