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Independently of the rigours of attendance, I have ever been
haunted with a sense (perhaps a mere caprice) of incapacity for
business. This, during my latter years, had increased to such a
degree, that it was visible in all the lines of my countenance. My

health and my good spirits flagged.(...)
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My fellows in the office would sometimes rally me upon the
trouble legible in my countenance ; (...) L——, the junior partner
in the firm, calling me on one side, directly taxed me with my bad

looks, and frankly inquired the cause of themy(...)
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I had perpetually a dread of some crisis, to which I should be
found unequal. Besides my daylight servitude, I served over again all
night in my sleep, and would awake with terrors of imaginary false

entries, errors in my accounts, and the like.
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Who

L——, I could see, smiled at the terror I was in, which was a little
relief to me, (...) He went on to descant on the expediency of retiring

at a certain time of life (how my heart panted!),
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It is now six and thirty years since I took my seat at the desk in

Mincing Lane.

I was fifty years of age, and no prospect of emancipation

presented itself.
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I had grown to my desk, as it were ; and the wood had entered

into my soul.
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