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Attachment to the region and Trust

—Focusing on attachment to Osaka and categorical trust in “Osaka people”

Nahoko HAYASHI, Arinori YOSANO

Abstract

In this study, we quantitatively examine whether attachment to the region and interest in regional
culture foster categorical trust among the residents in Osaka. For this purpose, an internet survey was
conducted on 310 men and women residing in Osaka Prefecture. The survey included questions
measuring trust in Osaka residents, attachment to Osaka, interest in the history and culture of Osaka,
and knowledge about Osaka culture, with an additional inquiry about awareness of the unique Osaka-
Jime, a distinctive local greeting. The results of the analysis using t-SNE revealed that interest in
Osaka culture contributes to the generation of trust in Osaka residents only when accompanied by a
positive evaluation of Osaka culture. Furthermore, based on the t-SNE analysis results, structural
equation modeling (SEM) demonstrated that attachment to Osaka serves as clear evidence of
promoting trust in Osaka residents.
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