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On the issue of considering the severity of criminal sentences that
include the partial suspension of imprisonment

Masahiro FUJITA

Abstract

The partial suspension of imprisonment system in Japan introduced in2013, allows for a portion of
a prison sentence to be suspended, specifically for sentences of imprisonment or confinement of three
years or less. This system aims to facilitate the rehabilitation of offenders by maintaining a
psychological deterrent to prevent reoffending for a certain period, providing active guidance and
support under probation, and ensuring an organic link between treatment in the facility and in society.

However, introducing this system has raised issues regarding comparing the severity of sentences,
including those partially suspended. The relationship between the severity of sentences that are
partially suspended has become complex, making it difficult to determine which sentence is heavier
immediately.

In the context of criminal law, the partial suspension of imprisonment system aims to contribute to
the prevention of reoffending and the rehabilitation of offenders. However, the complexity it introduces
in comparing sentence severity raises questions about its effectiveness and fairness. These are essential
considerations in law and psychology, as they relate to the principles of justice and the impact of
punishment on offender behavior.
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