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Obaku Monk who Came to Japan During the Reign of Tokugawa Yoshimune

MATSUURA Akira

Abstract:

The monks who came to Japan from China in the early modern period were
called Tang monks. The Tang monk Zhenyuan, who came to Nagasaki in the 6™
year of the Yuanwa era (Ming Dynasty Taichang 1620), was the founder of three
Tang temples built in Nagasaki: Dongmingshan Kofuku-ji, Bunshishan Fukujiji,
and Seishuzhan Sofukuji. He became the founder of the Kofuku-ji Temple. These
Kara Sankaji Temples were the religious bases of the owners and crews of the Kara
ships that came to Nagasaki.

During the reign of Tokugawa letsuna, the fourth Shogun of the Edo period,
a Zen temple was built as “Zetsa Ichiyu,” and in 1654, he invited some devoted
monks from China. Osho Ingen was also invited. Ingen became the founder of the
Obakuzan Manpuku-ji Temple in Uji, Kyoto. Subsequently, the Tang monks were
invited and their legal system was adopted, but by the time of the reign of
Tokugawa Yoshimune, the 8th Shogun, a many of the Tang monks stopped being
invited.

Therefore, in this report, I would like to discuss the Tang ship owners who
were involved in inviting the Tang monks during the Tokugawa Yoshimune era, as
well as the problem of ceasing to invite them at some point.

Keywords: Edo period, Sankaji Temple, Nagasaki, Tang monk, Obaku sect,
Tang ship owner
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