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Translation Characteristics of YiShuo YiPing:
Exploring Cultural and Ideological Differences and Transitions
in the Chinese Translations of Aesop’s Fables

QIAO Zhao

Abstract:

YiShuo YiPing is a Chinese translation of Aesop’s fables, published in the
first year of Xuantong in Shanghai. Translated by Chen Chunsheng, it gained
immense popularity at the time. Aesop’s fables, originally in Greek, were spread
worldwide by the missionaries and translated into various languages, becoming the
beloved tales. YiShuo YiPing is the Chinese translation of Aesop’s fables, which was
first published in 1909 by the Shanghai Union Press, and later reprinted by the
Shanghai Meihua Bookstore. The late Qing Dynasty translations of Aesop’s fables
included numerous fables that were marked by four-character idioms, colloquial
expressions, and cross-cultural experiences, among other cultural phenomena
related to transltion. This paper explores the translation characteristics of YiShuo
YiPing to examine the cultural and ideological differences and transitions between
the East and the West, reflected in the translations of the fables.

Keywords: cultural exchange, Aesop’s fables, YiShuo YiPing,
Western influence in the East, translation
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