75

VB A I B 20 5 VO B K R

oo

On the relationship between Zhou Zuoren’s early translation activities
and National Language reform

LI Xiaohan

Abstract

Zhou Zuoren created while translating foreign literature and put forward
the idea of reforming the Chinese language. Zhou Zuoren's early translation work
focused on modern Japanese literature and introduced the influence of Japanese
into Chinese vernacular literature. By analyzing Zhou Zuoren's early works on
literary translation, we can clearly examine his translation motivation, translation
thoughts and translation methods. Since Zhou Zuoren's proposal of Mandarin
transformation was carried out almost at the same time with the translation of
modern Japanese literature, his proposal of Mandarin transformation was also
influenced by translation. Through a comparative analysis of Zhou Zuoren's early
translation activities and his views on the transformation of the Chinese
language, we can learn that Zhou Zuoren's views on the translation and the
transformation of the Chinese language are in common at the linguistic and

ideological levels.
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