Horus “hry w3d.f” as a Protector God

Salwa Kamel*

1 Introduction

The god “Horus” was a falcon deity, worshiped in many cult centers under different forms according
to different and numerous mythical and geographical events'. “Buto” was his original cult center where he
was raised in the Delta marshes and was closely in Lower Egypt associated with the papyrus plant that was
grown there.

One of his forms connecting him with the (w3d) plant or papyrus is “Horus hry w3d.f" (Horus who
is upon his papyrus stalk/column). In this form Horus is shown as a falcon perched upon a column in the
form of a papyrus plant?. This form of Horus (hy w3d.f) was first mentioned in the Coffin Text®, later in the
Book of the Dead* and continued to be known until the Greco-Roman period’.

Horus was raised in the papyrus marshes and when he became old enough to face Seth, he flew to
the top of a papyrus stalk to announce that he was ready to rule®. This development in his growth can be
noticed in the scenes from the Mammisis of the Ptolemaic temples (Fig. 1 a-b-c).

We may go back with this aspect of Horus to the king Narmer’s Palette, where he is seen standing

upon some papyrus plants representing the topographical feature of the Delta. In the scene Horus is
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helping the king in controlling the people of north’.

As victorious god he became a very prominent god and he had his own priesthood. His name was
registered on a kneeling statue of his priest (Wsr-nkf) from the Ptolemaic Period (Chicago 10243)%,

This form of Horus upon his papyrus column may be related to the 17th day in the third season “pr,”
in which the plants give their flowers; Horus looked like the flower that came out from the papyrus’. In
some scenes the symbol of the god is held up as an emblem in the hands of the priest’s especially in harvest
ceremonies and festivals. So we are wondering here if Horus Ary w3d.fis a god or just an emblem. Horus
hry w3d.f seems to have a very prominent role as a separate deity and he had a very important position in
reliefs among other important deities.

In the chapel of Sokar in the temple of Abydos, he appears among 51 gods such as Ptah, Shu, Isis,
Satet and others. The accompanied text says that:

“di.f 3wt ib nb" “He grants all happiness'®” (Fig. 2).

In Edfu, he appears on a long list citing the gods of the temple''. He is mentioned also among the
Ennead in the chapel of Khons'?. In Philae, he appears among different gods attending the creation of
mankind by the god Khnum"® (Fig. 3). In Chentayet chapel in Dendera, he is mentioned as a member among
the Ennead of the temple in the same time he appears as an emblem in the hands of the priests. In the
temples of Edfu and Dendera, he is seen in the hands of the priests in the New Year Festival. The priests
hold the symbol while ascending and descending the stairs of these temples'* (Figs. 5-8).

2 Functions
Horus “hrj-w3d.f” was raised in the Delta marshes, which is known as a place full of all kinds of

danger that he overcame by the help of some protector gods and goddesses. He had the nature of a
protector god against all kinds of evil. In some offerings it is said to Horus:
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“Take this papyrus to protect you from every evill”
“The papyrus will give you strength'®.”

2.1 As a Protector of T3 Wr

In Hibis temple, he is a falcon with tall plumes and the “menjz” collar attached to his papyrus column,
“Horus set over the town of w3d. The texts say that he is the protector of 73-wr” (in the Thinite Nome'®) (Fig.
9).

2.2 As a Protector of Some Gods

He appeared in the tomb of “P di Wsir" in Dakhla Oasis upon his column behind Osiris in chapter
125 from the Book of the Dead standing upon the tail of a winged snake in the judgment scene'” (Fig. 10).

In the Naos of Saft el Henneh, Horus is represented behind the lion god “Mahes” who is shown
attacking an enemy in front of the king'® (Fig. 11).

2.3 As a Protector of the Deceased

Horus hry w3d.f protects the deceased from falling into the net that is stretched between the earth
and the sky. The net may delay his soul from reaching the sky. If the parts of the net catches the souls
of the dead on their way from earth to the sky or who fly to the west of the sky, then he would have the
strength to avoid all kind of danger'®.

It is mentioned in the Coffin Texts:

“Its rope (the net) is the navel-string of Horus who is on his papyrus-column®."
“Its reeds, two-rope, mast-head, finials, and cable are the hair of the sky, which fashioned the earth and

the fillet of Horus who is on his papyrus-column®'”

The deceased must know the different parts of the net as well as the different parts of the deities’
bodies to avoid falling into the net.
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2.4 As a Protector Lunar God

His birth was accompanied by a star in the east, “Horus as Orion” and “Orion was the soul of Horus.”
Horus succeeded his father Osiris. When Orion rises, he is born on the eastern horizon. When Osiris
disappears, he dies below the western horizon, where the underworld and the world of death (the West)
assumedly began® (Fig. 12).

In the columns hall of Dendera, Edfu and also in a chapel of Khons in Karnak, Horus appears among
30 gods staffed in two rows, each row has 15 gods in front of a #3d column surmounting the Wd3t eye
inside the crescent of the moon. Every god protects one day of the month and Horus is the protector
god of the 17th day of the lunar circle® (Fig. 13). The god Thoth as the principle lunar deity appears
worshiping the eye on the w3d column. The Wd3t eye is the 15th day of the lunar cycle. The Ennead of
Karnak is represented on a ladder from fourteen steps, every step represents a lunar day** (Figs. 14-16). It
is probably in that day the column #3d is being raised and that is seen on a wall relief from the temple of
Seti I in Abydos. We can see the emblem of Horus held up by a priest and the king making offering to the
emblem of the god (Fig. 17).

The erection of the W34 pillar has a similar conception of the erection of the dd pillar of Osiris. The
yearly ceremony of ‘Raising the Djed Pillar’ took place on the last day of the month of Khoiak, the eve of the
agricultural New Year. The next day marked the beginning of the four month long season of Peret, or “Going
Forth” during which the lands rose out of the flood waters allowing the fields to be sown.

His annual resurrection ensured the stability and the abundance of the next season’s crops. The word
for pillar, w3d, also means “raw,” “make flourish,” and “to be young and new,” “youthful” and therefore fits in
a general sense with the Four Sons as they are the young children of Horus who aid in the rejuvenation of
the King. They are sometimes represented as sprouting from the top of a lotus, which symbolized new life
as in the vignette from the chapter 125 of the Book of the Dead:

And a similar scene can be seen in the temple of Hibis. We can see the erection of the symbol of
Abydos by the priests behind that of Horus hry w3d.f, while the king presents the m3 sign to Horus of w3d.
t*° (Fig. 18). The raising up of the column symbolizes the renewal of life and this rite may go back to the act

of some farmers of the Delta in the harvest season.
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2.5 As a Protector God of Hours

In the Osirian Chapels in the temple of Dendera, Horus kry w3d.f is mentioned as the protector god of
the fifth hour of the night called “Lady of life”: “sbht 5 nbt nh Hr hry w3d.f**" (Fig. 19).

2.6 As a Protector against Evils

On the base of a statue of “Khons,” he is seen in the upper register behind a representation of
the goddess T3-wrz. He is Horus upon the deer (symbol of the god Seth®), of course, to show that he is
a victorious and a protector god. He is connected with the Menat collar which appears attached to his
papyrus column.

He is shown on the magic stelae. He appears there on the right hand of Harpocrate while on the left
appears the symbol of the god Nefertum®. The two emblems of the two gods appear on almost all these
kind of stelae and they sometimes exchange their positions® (Figs. 20, 21).

Horus and Nefertum are associated together; Horus “hzj-w3d.f” represents South, while Nefertum

represents North®. Papyrus and Lotus are offered to Horus as symbols of Lower and Upper Egypt:

“Take the South united with the North, you unite the land of your father Osiris and receive the crown
of Re*'”

The relation between these two gods can be noticed in other cases; Horus is mentioned in a list of
the Memphite gods from the chamber of Nefertum in the temple of Abydos®.
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From the Ptolemaic Period, in the temple of Atfieh, the two gods (Horus and Nefertum) are symbols
of being held up by the hands of two signs of life behind Horus and in front of the Nefertum and goddess
Hesat™ (Fig. 22).

In the chapel of king Amasis in Ain el Muftela in Baharia Oasis™ (Fig. 23), Horus is the flower that
emerged from the papyrus plant while Nefertom is the Lotus flower that emerged from the Lotus plant.

3 Conclusion

Horus “hrj-w3d.f" is a prominent deity who appears as a falcon standing on a papyrus column. He
appears with the tall plumes, the double crown and the sun disc on his head.

Horus seems to have a very prominent role as a separate deity and he had a very important position
in reliefs among other important deities. Horus “arj-w3d.f" is a protector god of the deceased and a defender
against all kinds of evil.

We relate this form of Horus upon the papyrus to his form upon the Narmer's Palette where he is
seen standing upon some papyrus plants which represent the people of the Delta. In the scene Horus is
helping the king in his fight against the North.

In some scenes the god is held up as an emblem in the hands of the priests especially in some
ceremonies and in festivals.

The form of Horus “upon his papyrus column” is related to the 17th day of the third season “Pr” in
which the plants give their flowers, and it happened with Horus when he came out from the papyrus flower.
Horus protects one day of the month, he is the protector god of the 17th day of the lunar cycle.

The papyrus column is offered to the god Horus as a symbol of giving the authority over the North

as the Lotus is the symbol of the South.

Fig. 1, a-c D Mammisis, 142, 114, pl. XLVI
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34 PM, 7; A Fakhry, The Egyptian Deserts, Baharia Oasis, Cairo, 1942, pl. LVII, b; LVIII, a; LXIII, a.
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Fig. 10 Moursi, in: AV 28, Taf. 25b
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Fig. 22 Roeder, Kulte, Abb. 53 Fig. 23 Fakhry, Baharia, pl. LVII, b
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