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The Position of Women in the Will of Penmeru (Pn-mrw)
concerning the Office of Funerary Priest

Mariko SUITA*

[Abstract]

This paper discusses the position of women in the will of Penmeru (Pr-mrw), which concerns the office of the
funerary priest. Penmeru was the overseer of funerary priests and director of the kitchen in the Fifth Dynasty. His
mastaba is located in the Western Cemetery at Giza. Inscriptions about the will are engraved on the wall of the open
chapel in the mastaba.

The position of women who are written in wills were considered in my previous papers. Women could make a
will the same as men, and in that regard, women held the same legal capacity as men. However, even though women
held such a possibility, the property inheritance of women was mentioned in the wills of men in practice.

A funerary priest or priestess was one of the notable point that women could be involved in property inheritance.
The funerary priest or priestess meant a person who served offerings to the dead, and there were women who went to
this position. This paper examined, how women were treated in the succession of property of Penmeru, comparing with
the wills in my previous research.

As a result, even women could engage in the office of funerary priest, as is clear from the will of Pepi and Buwt,
but in their cases, they are daughter of the deceased. Even though Penmeru had a son and daughter, he did not transfer
the office of funerary priest to them. Furthermore, the wife of Penmeru was alive when the first part of the will was
made, but the office were not transfered to her, but to non-relatives. Therefore, it is considered that women could make
a will the same as men, and in that point, women also retained the legal capacity as men, but that wives of the deceased

could not be involved in the office of funerary priest.
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