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Identification by Mass Spectrometry of Animal-Glue Collagen Remaining in
a Layer of Ancient Egyptian Painting

Kazuki KAWAHARA*, Takashi NAKAZAWA*, Hideya KAWASAKI**,
Ahmed S. SHOEIB***, Adel AKARISH****, Hiroshi SUITA***** and Ryuichi ARAKAWA**

[Abstract]

We have detected type I collagen in mural paintings excavated from the underground burial chamber of Idout in
the Saqqara region of Egypt. Proteins extracted from the debris of wall paintings were separated by gel-electrophoresis,
digested by trypsin, and analyzed by matrix-assisted laser desorption/ionization mass spectrometry (MALDI-MS). The
two MALDI peaks at m/z 1106 and 2855 strongly suggest that the protein derives from cow type I (a -1 and a -2)
collagen. The amino acid sequence GLTGPIGPPGPAGAPGDKGEAGPSGPAGPTGAR deduced from the subsequent MALDI-
TOF/TOF analysis of the peak at m/z 2855 corresponded precisely to cow type I collagen chain a -1 (residue 763-804),
thus excluding the possibility that collagen derived from red deer or donkey. Due to the possible degradation including
deamidation and nonspecific hydrolysis of peptide bonds, the other peaks could not be identified unambiguously as
those arising from collagen, leaving the need to employ further analysis. Nevertheless, the results clearly indicate that

animal glue was used as the binder for wall paintings.
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[EE]

B, TV N0V ASHEIFOBFEMTH 51 Ry — O NICESN-ZORBEE A5 1B OS5 — 7 2
Uizo BEEF DO U2 28 Eabklid, FYIVERIKEI Tol%. MU TV UL, X PYy 7 AEL—T—
it /o & ALERSHE (MALDIMS) ZRWTHEE L, £8HOMALDIE—2D3 5, m/z 1106 & 2855 D 2 A&
DE—IHhE, BEIN 53U D1 la-1 BRTe 2 #EREEZDONS, TO2HRDODE—S7 D MALDI-
TOF/TOF HIC K BT OFER, ZNFhCHHET 52X 7F RO7 I JBESIEY 0 1 #aS—r v e—%L., m/z
2855 DE—I 5, BIYEL LTUARTN, HBWIET T FOrREEISIHBICHBRTE /2, BZLEREZ IV HE
D7 2 RIERARTF REEADIERENYIWN /2 E0Hb, S HICHMX YV IRIVBEDRACE D REHROE—I DRFEN
TETVWAEWED, &, 5= VOUWYBEESEZICRIOBEEEINTPRETHS, LL., HEBECBY
TH, BEFCBIZENTVSZ LI, BERIORE T,

1 EFC®IC

IV OEMICA SN EEENFEEE (Fig 1) &, 8% UERE MW TR = T4
RRICHIEE NIz E DD, BIHEL BMOHBEEZRNTH D ZOMEPEIEEGED I S LI RFEDE
RPSEHENTVS, TNETOFEREN S, BHMOEEICHEL THV S NIEEAER & LT,
7oET7 AL, B ioas GIE) BE. ZUNRVHE, HREVREONCE NI HAEGAET AR D
MMERTE LTEF SN TV S, L L, MROREAHNICHTz> T, UL QOEEMN O T HIERIEI 7R
FENREND T L, FRABREEERD 54 U5 R MOEADIS, ENEIBRLHIEDEwn. &
TR, TaT7A I ATHEZ /ST EADMEE - AEIFHEh TV aBRKEEE Y M v 7R
XEL—Y Nl 1At MALDD HEoWmEzeffflds T, Yy ATEIOA Fy—hoO
S AZINTHRRENTEEEICME N & NSRRI ORE Z i A 72,

Fig. 1 Wall painting found in the burial chamber of mastaba of Idout
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A B — bDYRAZNGRENICH ZEEHDOHTEF O—iziffl & U (Fig 2), RBEmciza@e
BOOTRHHEOBERMBHENTVED, AEBRCRABENICEREZBE, ZCIHINTV LS
FIDFFERIOH L FREZITo 7o Tz, BEEAFEROREICEL, D, BOEERRE LTY
> (Bos taurus) HRIHIT5—%"> (Sigma Aldrich), SREICEENS 7LV T IV OERERE & LT
7Y (Bos taurus) MiE7 V7 3> (Sigma Aldrich), RU7 SV 7 T LOEHERRE LTA— X Vi
D7 ZET AL (RIAA Y TEMRASH) ZZRTNBA L, EEER L L TRV,

Samnvple #1
D

S

G/

Sample #2

Wash (H20)

D

Sample #3

Fig. 2 A small fragment of wall painting [The rectangular Fig. 3 A schematic representation of sample

box indicates a part of sample used in this study.] preparation procedure

I N

2.2 FEER

IHEEREIC I, $REL - (RIFEREID 52 OTHDMIE LTV A T LD TFRENS D, £TH
R O&REZ | mL OFUKTHE -7z, BENBPEERET Y RV RV TF a—TE#B L, 130008 T5
i EOSEEL. RBAMWEGEATR 1 (K Sample #1) & Uk, T, M ROBEEEEOMH M
Bk (10 mg) ZZA8—FI)VTHIDERD, Ty XY RV TFa—THTImLD0.1% ) 7)L4n
fEiE (TFA) LRAEE. 156 S Lz, T0O%, 13,000 g T5 40, BEOHEEL, FER
WA 2 & Ule (B9 Sample #2), F7z. B 7282 25T 2mL 0 0.1% TFA IIZ L.
RHENCHATF T 2ERZ X/ 8—7 )V THI O Bt - T2, Fkh 5 BEE 2 HL D BR8N A BIERE T
NV RV TFa—=TIcBL, 13000 g T52M. HEODHEL RIS NS FiBHkERRAR 3 &
U7z (K Sample #3), DL EO&ITREO#IN % Fig. 3 1SR Lz,

2.3 Bl

BERIR I ORI K BIERORIZFAND 28D, FEHAR 1 13RO BES ORI 2 1TH 3
EEFREIC AWz, TOB, ABAR 1 72— ERESEZE L, 100 0L O 0. IMERET > E=Y
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L. (NH,HCO,) ICIAfRE BTz, BoN5ik% 1 Kl 60°CTEE L%, BRICHMHAIETE, 5pLDb
V7Y U (02 pg/ pl) ZINA T, 37°CT 24 Kefg, BERMEL LTz, BERIHLEBDOBIK 10 pLIC
40 uL D 05% bV 7 A ofeEgkiEwZ A THE (pH 4.0) iU, ZipTip-C,s TiHE « B L7z,
ZipTip-C,s TOAEHIZ, 50% 7t F= kUL, 0.05% TFA V8 CI1T > 1z. FERRDIEERTRDO Y 1
BaS—4y 9VME7NVTIV, 7TISE7ILDZLICH U TEEML, EHELLERR & Lz,

2.4 ZTIVABERHEIL

BEEFICIBAL TV AR ZEZE L, REBKR 2 BXUIICEAL T, BEMEIcRY 77V
72 R IVEKKE (PAGE) %29 % & THEMODEEEITV. Z0%, SO ZTIVATHRY TV
Vb U, DEEE. RFYIUEREEF RV L (SDS) ZRV Laemmlii% (1) ICEDWTEM LTz,

59, REAK 2 BLUIZHRETREL, KLZ 120 LYY TNy 77— [100mM kU X —
158 (pH6.8), 20% (v/v) ZV+tua—/b, 4% (w/v) SDS, 100 mM DTT, 0.1% (w/v) 7uE€7 x
J—)V7)b— (BPB)] ICYSfRE |, 60°CT 20 FRIMEA L ATHHL & €7z, HRIBOWS5 pL %, 10%7
JUNWT IR NVEROTERLUEDEESVOZY 2)VICEHIML, 1 pLOSFEI—h—& & &IThk
#}EITo . DFES—H—ICIE, HIfRD Prestained Protein Markers (Broad Range) for SDS-PAGE (7
ATATAIHRARM) 2RV, EXUKENE 25 mA DEER FTITo 7,

DEEROREBIIR S ORHIE, B (Silver Stain II Kit Wako, FIYGHSR T#MRNEH) 2H
WTITo e %9, SDS-PAGE WM& T Lz 7 vz, MUk T Liah S TS XAF v 7 —AICEIR L,
BIEMW (333 % (v/v) =& ./—)b, 10% (v/v) EFEg) I8 L. —HiiRE 5 Uiz, BEIEBRDT IV,
20% (v/v) &/ —)VIRT20 0MiIRE 5 Lzt, MKIC 10 pREIRBEEE. FIVOWEEZTT> T,
ZO%., BB (002 % (w/v) FAEEF MY TL) BT 10 0BRE S Uiz, BEROKRT LISV
WAk T 20 MG, 3EHRE S L. Wik Lz, IRiBEOTIVE, SR EF v MIOHEERZ & ERER
K15 7R L, IRE D TRANSHB T N EESR LG, VI VEBIUFRVLTIVTE R2ET
RIGKRICIE LTz,

BLEBEOT VAL, BHOARY hEETS/NNFZELYIOHEL, 30 mM 72U 7 AbAV T L
& 100 mM FAREES M) U L% 111 TIRA LB 50 p LI L., REICHWZREZRWH%, 7
IVORBEDERZE T, 50 u L d 10 mM DTT / 100 mM NH,HCO; ZhiZ 50 CT—RefliRE 5 &
5T TEAEHRDOYRATA VEEBTER I NS SSEAEETI B, ZD%. 50 LD 50 mM I —
K7€ 732 K,/ 100 mM NH,HCO; ZhnZx. iR T 40 5. EEHETTRE 5 SEEAEHDY
AT A VEREDOT IVF AL EIT o Teo BIT - TIVFIVEBROZ T VISR LT, 30u LD MY T U5
W (001 pg/pul) Zhnx, 37°CT 24 BFRAME UBEEHIL U218, BREATKE | %D TFA Bl %
nx CE#M (pH 4.0) I L. ZipTip-C,s Ci4E - B L7z,

2.5 MALDI E&7#r
BEEECBORRAKR L pL ZMALDIY > IV T L— b ETO5u LD M) v 7 ABEKR (-
7/ -p-e ROFUREFEBEOT7E b= bUIVBK) LiEEE%. ERIESNETo T, BESIE.

MALDI % > 7 LRfTHR R (MALDI-TOF/TOF) E&7#i%E (Axima Performance;Shimadzu/Kratos,
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Manchester, UK) ZffH L, MALDI-TOF ZX %7 kUK O MALDI-TOF/TOF A X% RV ERIZE L iz,
MALDI-TOF AXZ7 MIVHICHEENTZERXTF RO7 2 JEEESiZ. MALDLTOF/TOF ZX% k)LD
HEICK > THRONZHERZ—VBFETHRINT 2 Lic k> THEE LT,

3 fERE&ER
3.1 EEEORERE,SIHBELUZEE GIRA®R 1) o MALDI B85

BE OKVE £ %2 1 mL OFUKTH - TeBROME iRz, 2 VRV ESRBEZE M) TV TUB L,
HEIH L7eiERS 5 17z MALDI-TOF AR 7 ML Fig. 4 1IZmR LTz, TC T, BEEICE TN A EEH
DIFERZE L THROY VOB OB LIz 1 BaS—>7Y yymBhk7 Vv, 75874
LZARIC B T2 TIE LIS N2 AR MLz, Hlgatkl e UT Fig 4 I by TR,

(a)

1427.67{r3862} 2115.07{r4638}
(b) 1816.82(r4345}
2705.37[r1010}
1648.74(r4386} 21310814561}
1832 70r4281}
1208633169} 15w7st4034)[ ‘8”"0-79[ rz’ ztxﬁgqtmz z«ong[moee} |
l lll | N |LJ lh l.l | lL j ), \\. Al.l.h L 1A o L ll \A IL ]
(C) 1163.85{r4261}
l1§4°H{§f5833) o
(d
L ‘J ‘ﬂ | . 2525.74‘!11650)

1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 ﬁ%ggo 2200 2400 2600 2800 3000

Fig. 4 MALDI-TOF MS spectra of tryptic digests of sample #1 (a), type I collagen (b), bovine serum
albumin (c), and Arabic gum (d)

BEE P 51§ 572 MALDI-TOF AR RVHRICBIIIE NIz ¥ — 27 ORED G, SEFX SFUEED
AHYNCHRTHEDTHO, MR E LTHW I MaSs—» Y, ZIVTIy, 2LTr7se7rd
LDAXRY MIVHICBRIE N E— 27 & id, BEE N TV OHBIERTF RERBRVTIEE AL
—H U ahhole, Fie, BRI KD ARY MVICIE. m/z 44 ORI E OB ORI © — 2 B
DEHENTED., BRKY—THEZRVZFLVFYa—)L (¥ -(CH,-CH,-0),-) DIRAMD
b bNTz, TORRIE, GENOREEERmD, FZOEO NANERIC X BEHY, BRI ZHD
ANDFITHND T LM BIREAT HEEZCEBOETERDI TH BT 5F >, 2EGHDNT TV 7 CIERE

231



Semawy Menu  Volume 4 (2012)

NTEH, THIALHERHZ ) — L EDFIAIRREFECH V)V — AR EICGENERY IF
Ly Z)a—)IUBBALTWSZ EZHEIRLTWVWS, B, RUVTFL VTV a—)lDO¥—-7i&
MALDI-MS OEEDIERICE N DI LELIEBRE N TVR DT, & 5IKBEOUEMER OO
ICIEFENLETH S,

ZFDis, REEBHEEFIRDI DL ANBENTIHFEL T2 LTERIET 22 EIBIEFICR
HTHBHEEZDND, KETE., FHYIODEICHT 2EADT Ta—F 2T %,

3.2 &EXWkENE (SDS-PAGE) I & 2k & EHE D HT

BEE DR S U Iza i SO CHEE LA OB RN b iclzs, SRIAT 2 B XU
BAK 3ICE L TIE, THEXIKENE (SDS-PAGE) I &b, BRI 278U (Fig 5.

Marker _ , __#2

114kDa
90kDa

59kDa

Fig. 5 Result of SDS-PAGE separation

Bonk7 v, HikEE Y RPRLNZHE (K 1~6) ZYDED, 7V TERHEL
RTF RiKE% MALDLI-TOF MS 734t L7z (Fig. 6)o MilRO Y 1HIO5—7 Y DAXRT FUITHART,
VNI T8 5 NICBEREISRD AT b Uik, FEFIC/ A ADKEL, EE—TBENNEY, T
T, BRPORTF FIEEMENT LISHELTWS  (CHERREE O @O R 2 F D Tl IFE
WHERTEZEETHS),
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(a) Type I collagen
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Fig. 6 MALDI-TOF MS spectra (m/z 1000-3000) of tryptic digest of peptides [Spectra of tryptic digest of

type I collagen (a) and of peptides extracted from each slice of the SDS-PAGE gel (b~d) are shown.]

Fig. 6 f1iC (%, Fig. 50 SDS-PAGE /LD M. 1~ 3 DU THl - 7= A h B LizXTF KD
MALDL-TOF 2% FVERL TV, BERENT &2, 200 TR S h oy [BaS—5
VICHKTBE— I DRI NI (m/z 1106 BXT 2855), #i<. MALDI-TOF/TOF A% s LDF
ENCKBINC K> T . ENEDT 2/ BESZFRET 5 T L HTE, ZNFN GVQGP(0O)PGPAGPR(m/
z 1106) & GLTGPIGPPGP(O)AGAP(O)GDKGEAGPSGPAGPTGAR (m/z 2855) L ¥IHHL7z, 1 & 3D
ATHS TR SIEZEDX I R E—ZIERE ENiEh -7z,

ZE, AEINEZEEORTSF NEFIERET —ARX—RICHEF I TV B3 EREHYEOI S —
7V OEH| L L UK % Fig. 710, SEMEON, YT F RESZETEaid. v (Bos
taurus) A * (Canis familiaris).>'7 (Elephant) .7 X (Mouse) 4Tl ¥ %, AL . EOREICIE.
S% HHESEZEREI L. KO ZLDORTF RZEEL T RELNH B2 5, F7=.Fig 6 (b) ~ (d)
iE, aS—FUICHKT BE—TLINCB WV DD E— I BEATED, SHBEEL TV HED
HB, BlZIE, UM 212iE. & b Keratin 1 FDE] (FSSCGGGGGSFGAGGGFGSR) ICHHY 9 B R F
KA m/z 1709.80 ICBRIENTWB, & b Keratin 1 (3 FICERICEET B XISV HET, HFED
BEZ 66kDa THb, DTEI—H— LT 5 LA 2 DFPFTH SRHEI N TEREETIERL,
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Egyptian Painting

Donkey

Bos taurus
Canisfamiliaris
Elephant
Gorilla
Rabit

Mouse

Rat
Gallusgallus
Frog
Daniorerio
Rainbowtrout

SEBEENTE m/z 1106 OXTF ROT7 2/ WBESNIL. 8 THERD

Volume 4 (2012)

m/z 1106

GERGFPGERG VQGPPGPAGP RGSNGAPGND
GERGFPGERG VQGPPGPAGP RGANGAPGND
GERGFPGERG VQGPPGPAGP RGANGAPGND
GERGFPGERG VQGPPGPAGP RGSNGAPGND
GERGFPGERG VQGPPGPAGP RGANGAPGND
GERGFPGERG VQGPPGPAGP RGSNGAPGND
GERGFPGERG VQGPPGPAGP RGNNGAPGND
GERGFPGERG VQGPPGPAGP RGNNGAPGND
GERGFPGERG VQGPPGPQGP RGANGAPGND
GERGFPGERG AQGPPGPQGA RGSNGAPGND
GDRGFPGERG APGPAGPVGA RGSPGSAGND
GDRGFPGERG APGPSGPAGA RGSPGSAGND

DAGPKGADGS PGKDGVRGLT
DAGPKGADGA PGKDGVRGLT
DAGPKGADGS PGKDGVRGLT
DAGPKGADGS PGKDGPRGLT
DAGPKGADGS PGKDGVRGLT
DAGPKGADGS PGKDGVRGLT
DAGPRKGADGS PGKDGARGLT
DAGPKGADGS PGKDGVRGLT
DPGPKGADGA PGKDGLRGLT
DQGVKGSDGT PGKDGVRGLT
DQGAKGADGA AGKDGIRGMT
DQGVKGADGA GGKDGVRGMT

Fig. 7 Sequence alignment of type I collagen

m/z 2855

GPIGPPGPAG APGDKGEAGP SGPAGPTGAR

GPIGPPGPAG APGDKGETGP SGPAGPTGAR
GPIGPPGPAG APGDKGEAGP SGPAGPTGAR
GPIGPPGPAG APGDKGEAGP SGPAGPTGAR
GPIGPPGPAG APGDKGEAGP SGPAGPTGAR
GPIGPPGPAG APGDKGESGP SGPAGPTGAR
GPIGPPGPAG APGDKGETGP SGPAGPTGAR
GPIGPPGPAG APGDKGEAGP SGPAGPTGAR
GPIGPPGPAG APGDKGETGP SGPAGPTGAR
GPIGPPGPAG APGDKGEAGP SGPAGPTGAR
GPIGPPGPGG APGDKGEAGP SGPAGPTGAR
GPIGPPGPAG APGDKGESGP SGPAGPTGAR
GPIGPNGPAG SPGDKGETGA PGAVGPSGAR

BEOFMORHEENZaT—

DN TOHE (2) D GVQGP(O)PGPQGPR (1162 Da) &—5H (Q) DiEW, m/z 2855 DX
7F K & & GLTGPIGPP(O)GPAGAP(O)GDKGEAGPSGPPGPTGAR (2878 Da) & —%&E (P) DEW .
ZFNFIRTITBE RV, TNEDXRTF RBPEET 201, 377 U0 FORTHLLRERALIC
T2 LT RMELHY (3). MTEORMEBELS TOREMERFLIZICEMD LT, HE
HICEELIEEZ NS, SBEDICOMEEDS L LEIC, HRZYT MBI BBOFHICDOW
THEZD L TOBRENEHRAZRE LIV,
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