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Image of Women in Ancient Egyptian Stories

Mariko SUITA*

[Abstract]

In this paper, I focus on images of women in the “stories” of ancient Egyptian literature to reconstruct some
reality of female life, unlike the stereotyped description as ideal.

First, the literature is considered from the Old Kingdom to the Third Intermediate. Ancient Egyptian literature
means not only literature in our time but also literal documents in general except ones of economic activities. The
genres which women appeared are “inscriptions from private tombs,” “didactic literature,” and “stories.”

Description relating to women in “inscriptions from private tombs” is found in prayer for offerings, and in
succession of property in will of male owner’s tomb. The inscriptions show that there is no difference between men and
women in prayer for offerings, and it was possible for women to involve succession of property by themselves. Unlike
“inscriptions from private tombs,” “didactic literature” has the stereotyped image of women: for example, how men
should treat women.

This paper focuses on “stories,” not only on two genres mentioned above because this genre may elucidate some
part of female position in society by how men express women in stories. Considering six stories in this paper, 16 words
which are connected to women are found. Among them, the most frequent word is “wife” (km?). However, women in the
position of “wife” were not mostly expressed in good way. The women called “mother” (mwi), who were referred to next
to “wife,” did not influence upon plots.

Moreover, other types of women are found; one is women who pleased men, another is one who occupied
profession. In addition to these images, the words which mean feeble women (widow (#3r¢) and divorced woman (wd))
were used as examples of who needed protection of men.

The variety of words which were used around women gives a part of reality about the diversity of female life of
that time. Moreover, by collecting examples of women'’s activities, they help to approach a part of real role of women in

society.
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4 ITIVTPXEOY Yy VIVFFICEROXEZ S, W. K. Simpson, ed., The Literature of Ancient Egypt,
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11; ]. B. Pritcard, Ancient Near Eastern Texts, Princeton, 1969, pp. 23-25.
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