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Anti-Christian documents from the reign of Emperor
Yongzheng in the collection of the Biblioteca Casanatense

UCHIDA Keiichi

This paper discusses the content of several documents concerning the persecution
of Catholics during the early reign of the Yongzheng emperor that were discovered by
the author in the archives of the Biblioteca Casanatense in Rome. Specifically, these in-
clude an oral deposition stating that the Jesuit missionary Joannes Mourao had engaged
in clandestine contact with Yuntang — later forcibly renamed Seshe, meaning “pig”, be-
cause Yuntang was a rival of the Yongzheng emperor who tried to humiliate and de-
stroy him — the ninth son of the Kangxi emperor; and a document finding the Su Nu
family guilty of having embraced the Christian faith. Such documents have been pre-
served, not only in the Biblioteca Casanatense but in a number of other Catholic libraries
and archives in Europe, sent by European missionaries then stationed in China. By com-
paring these documents with surviving Chinese documents, we should be able to gain a
clearer understanding of the actual situation at this time. Moreover, in itself the oral
statement is a valuable linguistic source for the study of contemporary Chinese speech,
so these documents contain possibilities for future research from a variety of perspec-

tives.

*—"7—K:h%F 70 kXELE (Casanatense Library). ') A h# (Christian
religion) . ZE1E (Yong Zheng) . E#Hifi (Missionaries) . ZEE 2 (Sai Sihei) .
& (Spoken language)
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Mandatum Imperatoris Sinensis Iung Cing datum in die Receptionis

Tributi et Ambasciatoris serenissimi Regis Lusitani &

Order of the Chinese Imperator Yong Zheng given on the day of the Reception of the gifts
and Ambassador of the Serene King of Portugal etc.
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Mandatum Imperatoris Sinensis Kafig Hi [ anno Domini 1720) contra

R.D.Theodoricum Pedrini, eo quia die 2.a Anni Sinici non iu uenit

de more cum aliis Patribus Europeis ad Palatium pro facienda

Solita ceremonia aut Reverentia ipsi Imperatori && Fr. Carolus

Order of Chinese Imperetor Kang Xi (1720) against

Father Theodoro Pedrini, because on the second day of the Chinese Year he did not come
as usual with other European Fathers to the Palace to fulfil

the customary ceremonies and marks of respect to the same Imperator Carolus (FFFIT)

PEEFHEER (1720) #AEERECHES » ROVETEEAE Rt sz R S H
RO R E E SIS 2 - AT

BRI 2 FEEEAL I B A& L (Teodoricus Pedrini,1670-1746 » BAFIMIY B Er
Bt ZEEERETHI L - A TEERIEEN - MRAFENARE > G T (FEAEEGR)) 1Y
s WREIEAWI— - MULREH IR EGATE BN —E ok & = S s e - 274
TBERZARIFUE - A& -

BEN = Heflr

EE TR RS R ENE ?

HATAT AR B S BRI T SCARRBA S — (SR - Rl Ren R ERSHE VAL T 5L - imf
BAtEsECE Carolus (BEFIF) o EAMAIRL T SCVERMARE—(EARVERD > stEFFI -

FEFIF (Carolus Horatii de Castorano =HI T sBfIHFE » Carlo Orazi da Castorano =&KX
FIZERY > Charles Horace de Castorano = AEMY) & 7785 & & HIEE L - fth4R @ BIET it
(Dictionarium latino-italico-sinicum) © i3 48 H CEi@rdD 70Uy - AR{D BEAETE] - E&H
RET o MAE1734F BB Rl T 555N Gy » 3 AIE17T325E I T34 » 1AM Sl T — (&
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