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The use of the title “Great King” (KT) by the military
governor of Lu-long (EHE) at the end of the Tang dynasty

NIIMI Madoka

This paper investigates the use of the title “Great King” (KF) by the
military governor of Lu-long (JE#) at the end of the ninth century, using a
stone inscription called the “Zhongcan sheliji (EE&FE)" at Mingzhong (1
) temple in You-zhou (M4J1) as a reference. In this inscription, Li-Keju (2=
T%%), military governor of Lu-long, is called “Great King” but this is not an
isolated occurrence; I have been able to confirm its use in other historical
sources from the 880s and 890s, such as Guivuan bigeng ji ([HEFEEEHE])
and Ermu ji ([EHEE]). Around this time, changes in the Tang system of
investiture permitted individuals of commoner origin, such as military
governors, to use the title of “king” (&), a privilege formerly reserved for
members of the imperial family. “Great King” is presumed to be an honorific
form of this title. Moreover, the forms of spacing and line breaks employed in
the inscription suggest that the monks of Minzhong temple were according a
military governor with the title of king even greater respect than the
emperor. In the late-ninth century, the power and prestige of the imperial
court had been dealt a major blow by the rebellion of Huang-Chao (i&#), and
the military governor of Lu-long had embraced the ambition of overthrowing
the Tang court and seizing the empire for himself. Such power relations,
political and military, between the Tang court and the military governor
would appear to have influenced the style and format of the “Zhongcan sheliji”

inscription.

F—7— K EREEMS (Military Governor of Lu-Long). KF (Great King).
Zujz¢ (LiKe ju). B9 (title)



