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5 TR #3] (Nathanson and Young 2006) A, At ay 7= 5l & 1F 3
R 2 L2 BT D BN OMERFRAL L, T2H6E, v rak
HEEEL NV TOHSHELRRECRFH COREEM LD b, LEHAIHES

370 LARNVTOELBEONNT - L BEOEN S E2MFAL, BT b ->Tw
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ELBWVRETH L, $72, COVEHOmRELHLLFRL TR LTFENEL L
V) EEWFREE OBEICBWT Y, [BUoRENEE] OMELZIRE L
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Perspectives and Methods of Research on Men and
Masculinities: Gender Politics and the Extension of the
Theoretical Range

TAGA Futoshi

(Kansai University)

Men’s studies, which was born as a reaction by men to women's studies, has
developed into research on men and masculinities; it has been met with theoretical
progress and the expansion of research subjects and bearers. This paper identifies
characteristic perspectives and methods of the research field and attempts to extend its
theoretical range to explore its means of social contribution. The distinctive viewpoints of
this research field are found in the attention paid to the “de-standardization of men,” the
“plurality of masculinities,” and “gender politics,” compared with general studies of men.
As useful perspectives for understanding men’s complex situations, Michael Messner’s
concepts of “institutionalized privilege,” “the cost of masculinity,” and “differences and
inequalities among men” are introduced, and we consider the importance of a balanced
approach taken from these multiple perspectives. This is followed by an outline of
Raewyn Connell’s theory of “hegemonic masculinity,” whose distinctive features are
found in the linkage between men’s domination over women and domination among
men and the explanation of the processes by which these dominations are legitimized.
This is used to introduce recent discussions to extend the range of the theory. Finally, the
paper proposes tasks related to research on men and masculinities in Japan, illuminating
multiple aspects of masculinity construction in Japan and feeding their findings to
feminist theories and gender studies while referring to the uniqueness of Japanese society.
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