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During the First Half of the Middle Kofun Period

INOUE Chikara

Japan’s relationship with its neighbors transformed as the situation in East
Asia changed at the beginning of the middle Kofun period at the end of the 4th
century. Large, keyhole-shaped burial mounds were constructed, from the Saki
tumulus in the Northern regions of the Yamato basin to the Mozu-Furuichi tumulus
on the Osaka Plain. An influx of artifacts from the Korean Peninsula was witnessed
at this time along with the inflow of skilled people from overseas. It is believed that
Japan adopted an advanced culture in its entirety and attained productive techniques
in return.

It is believed that the Osaka Plain, where the Mozu-Furuichi tumulus was built
because of Japan’s changing overseas relationships, also offered port facilities such
as at Naniwatsu. Such port facilities can be observed in historical materials.

When did this accumulation of goods, in particular Korean artifacts, begin on
the Osaka Plain? This paper examined the burial circumstances of Korean artifacts
in the first half of the middle Kofun period, focusing on the tumuli found in the
central part of the Kinki region. The results revealed the existence of only one
tumulus on the Osaka Plain in which Korean artifacts were buried in the early
Kofun period. However, the study also confirmed the existence of ancient burial
mounds, in which Korean artifacts were buried, at the end of the 4th century in
the Furuichi tumulus, Kitakawachi, and Izumi areas. It can thus be concluded that

the accumulation of Korean artifacts began on the Osaka Plain at the end of the
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4th century, and that full-scale accretion began at the beginning of the 5th century
with the initiation of the burial to the Mozu-Furuichi tumulus.

The genealogy of Korean artifacts is centered on Gaya, but unlike the early
Kofun period, they include Silla and Baekje artifacts. The number of relics inspired
by Silla increased after the 5th century, which is related to the decline of

Geumgwan Gaya.
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