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“Wanxiang (Ji%)”, a magazine of

the enemy-occupied area in Shanghai and its readers

IKEDA Tomoe

“Wanxiang (Ji%)” was a magazine published from 1941 to 1945 in the ene-
my-occupied area in Shanghai. For the first two years it was edited by Chen
Dieyi (M%154%), and for the last two years it was edited by Ke Ling (Ff3%). At
that time this magazine was very famous and had a lot of readers, but in the
history of Chinese literature few researches have been made about it because it
has been always considered as a magazine belonging to the “mandarin ducks
and butterflies” genre (%#HWIEIRK). Recently, some researchers in Chinese litera-
ture have been influenced by “media research” studies, and have begun to re-
search into Wanxiang. But these researches were done almost only from editor
perspective, not very often from the readers perspective. This paper aims to
study Wanxiang from the perspective of the readers: what kind of people used to
read this magazine and why. I chose to focus on the part of magazine which
was edited by Chen Dieyi from 1941.7 to 1943.6, because the part which was
edited by Ke Ling was totally different, and it would be better to be studied
separately. I studied in particular three sections of Wanxiang dedicated to its
readers. The numbers of Wanxiang which were published from 1941.7 to 1943.6
had three section for its readers, the “editor's room” (4if#%) which was the
editor’'s postscript, the “mail box” of Wanxiang (Ji%{&#i) which was a readers'
contributions column and the “short novels written by students” section (%24
Z3k). In the “editor's room” (%4i%#%), the editor Chen Dieyi maintained a direct
communication with the readers, asking their advice on what to publish or sug-

gesting them new writers works. This shows how important were readers for
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Wanxiang. In the “mail box” of Wanxiang (J7%{5#A), the readers could write
their requests and suggestions. Many of them were about what they wanted to
read or suggestions on how to better edit the magazine. But there were also
readers who would write about their lives, their problem of marriage, work,
money, etc'-- This kind of readers, as we can guess from what they wrote, were
very young readers about 20-30 years old and they had another thing in com-
mon, they were usually very poor. In the “short novels written by students” sec-
tion (3#/EC k), we can see a lot of students (high school and university) con-
tributions. Through the study of these three sections we can conclude that for
the editors of Wanxiang readers were really important and we can also under-
stand that a consistent part of its readers were very young (including high
school and university students) and having tough lives. I would like to continue
to study other magazines of the same period for better understanding who were
their readers, the way they used to read/enjoy these magazines, why they would

read these magazine and the relationship between readers and published novels.
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