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Aspects Observed in Records of Written Dialogues
Concerning Chinese shipwrecks
in Joseon-dynasty Korea

MATSUURA Akira

It was Chinese sailing ships that most extensively plied the waters of pre-
modern East Asia, and such vessels were frequently shipwrecked on the shores
of Joseon-dynasty Korea, Tokugawa Japan, and the Ryukyu Kingdom. In many
cases, the shipwrecked crews were able to converse with local rescuers only
through the medium of writing, using the Chinese characters (kasnji) commonly
understood throughout the region. Records of many such written dialogues have
been preserved in collections of historical documents from Joseon Korea and
Tokugawa Japan. This paper explores the characteristic features observed in
such dialogues, focusing primarily on records of written communications between

the crews of shipwrecked Chinese sailing vessels and officials of Joseon Korea.

Keywords: East Asian sea lanes; written dialogues; Qing China; Joseon Korea;

Chinese sailing ships
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