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Japan Inherits Vietnamese Annan Ceramics for its
Tea Ceremony

SUEYOSHI Sakuko

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to revise the inheritance of Vietnamese Annan
ceramics inherited by Japan for the purpose of the tea ceremony. They are listed
as Annan Ceramics on Japanese Historical Collections Registry List.

During the 16" century the tea ceremony became popular. Prior to that
time tea ceremony was limited to the royal and aristocratic houses and temples.
As the appeal of this custom spread, feudal lords and wealthy merchants of
Sakai, Kyoto and Nara were also able to partake. Traditional tea utensils were
very much appreciated by tea masters and consequently became very much
sought after. As the new trend of wabisuki-cha grew in popularity, a new style
of utensils stepped into vogue, introducing tea bowls imported from Korea. By
the dusk of the XVI century, Japan experienced the boom of Korean ceramics,
according to taste of the tea masters. This boom extended into XVII century
with an array of ceramics being brought in south-eastern Asia. Unfortunately

there is little known about the details of this exchange in either Asia or Japan.
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