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Ut Musica Cinematographia:

Notes on the Japanese Reception of Jean-Luc Godard’s Films

HORI Junji

This paper examines the history of the distribution and criticism of Jean-Luc
Godard’s films in Japan, covering half a century and concentrating on the years
1967-1971, when almost 16 of his films were released in succession. Today, we
forget the fact that the discourse of Shigehiko Hasumi emerged at this time as a
counterattack against the dominant critical trend that emphasized the political
dimension of a film. I suggest that one of the consequences of this amnesia is the
widespread acceptance in the years following the 1980s of a simple aesthetic view
that it is sufficient to appreciate Godard’s films as if they were music, seen
particularly in the statements of several famous musicians. Finally, this paper
advocates the necessity of a semantic exegesis of his films that lacks in the recent

Japanese reception of Godard’s oeuvre.
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