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People’s will and news media:
A case study analyzing the news reports of “Henoko”

prefectural referendum in Okinawa

Itaru YOSHIOKA

Abstract

On February 24, 2019, a prefectural referendum was held asking Okinawan voters about their approval
or disapproval of the land reclamation work for the construction of the Futenma Replacement Facility
(FRF) on the shore portion of Camp Schwab in Henoko district. It was the ideal opportunity for the
Okinawan people to once again demonstrate their clear opposition to FRF’s construction. This paper aims
to analyze how Okinawan local newspapers, OKINAWA TIMES and RYUKYU SHIMPO, covered the
prefectural referendum and reflected the Okinawan people’s will, and indicate some characteristics of
news coverage. I conclude that the news reports as a whole focused on two interrelated issues:
participation in the referendum across Okinawa Prefecture and the Okinawan people’s will against the
land reclamation.

Keywords: will of people, news media, prefectural referendum, heavy burden of U.S. Military base in
Okinawa
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