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See Boundary space and human consciousness
from holy place and monster’s distribution

MATSUI Koichi TAKAHASHI Seiichi

Amami Oshima has created own unique culture, which is based on Ryukyu
culture and also mixed with Yamato culture. Tatsugou-chou, a targeted research
area for this paper, has mountain district and forest in the central part and villages
are located on coast area and look like sticking on the island. Each village inside the
island Amami Oshima is called “Shima,” which means island in Japanese, since
they do not have good access to transportation to other villages as if they are island.
Therefore, folk culture also has different characters.

Under this nature environment, people clearly differentiate between the own
village, which they belong to, and the others, which are outside different/
unfamiliar world. A targeted research area of this paper is Tatsugou-chou in
Amami-oshima. This paper is aim to geographically research regarding villagers’
consciousness toward self-world and outside world by restoring scattering spiritual
places and traditional places of infesting specters on the map

As a result of research, there is a tendency that spiritual places are mainly
located on old area of the villages and each village has the spiritual place, which is
called “Kamiyama.”

This village constriction is with the philosophy based on “Kusate” idea, which
is a traditional village constriction philosophy of Ryukyu.In addition, some cases are
recognized that traditional spiritual places are incorporated in “Heike” legend and
lost an original meanings. On the other hand, many of specter-infecting places are
located around the outer edges of each village. One of the reasons for this tendency

is due to villagers’ unconscious social group consciousness. In order to differentiate
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between own village world and outer village world, it is considered that legends
regarding specters are eccentrically located.

Spiritual place and specter legend is representational product for view
interpretation/perspective/understanding of the outer world that is resulted in
social group’s strong consciousness of boundary space to the outer village worlds.
The environment that social group consciousness, unique “Shima” village’s
perspective, includes self-consciousness leads the realization/cognition that village
equal to self —world and, furthermore, formation of belongingness toward village

world and village-identity.
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