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A Study of Relationship between Helping Motives and

Non-helping Motives for Prosocial Behavior

Osamu Takagi and Kazuhisa Takemura

Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to make clear the relationship between help-
ing motives facilitating prosocial behavior and non-helping motives restraining
prosocial behavior. Subjects (191 university students) rated the likelihood for
each of 25 helping motives as a cause‘of helping and for each of 26 non-helping
motives as a cause of non-helping. The correlations betweenmotives were calculated
by using the rating scores. Then, the matrix of the correlations was subjected to
factor analysis, canonical correlation analysis, and group axis method. The main
results were as follows. (1) Two domains of helping and non-helping motives were
somewhat related. However, the relationship was not a reverse one. At |least,
they were not linearly dependent. (2) The relationship structure between the two
domains of helping and non-helping motives was quite complicated. That is, the li-
terally similar motives did not always correspond in the actual relationship bet-
ween helping and non-helping motives. These results suggest that the researcher
must examine the prosocial behavior from both points of helping and non-helping

motives.

key words : helping motives non-helping motives structure of motives prosocial
behavior helping behavior non-helping behavior bystander effect helping
cost helping reward altruism
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