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Xie Bingxin and Private Schools

HAGINO Shuji

Xie Bingxin (1900-99) spent her childhood in Yantai of Shandong province
between 1903 and 1911. Her elementary education began in this Yantai period when
Bingxin learned how to read with cards from her mother. Although her grandfather
owned a private school in Fuzhou, Bingxin never went to such a kind which was a
popular educational institution at that time. Instead, he preferred to play outside.
Besides, Bingxin’s father instructed her shooting and horse riding.

The educational system of late Qing China as well as culture, custom, and
tradition, particularly in the provinces of Fujian, Zhejiang, and Jiangsu, is mentioned
in Shinzoku Kibun {E#CH . Dated in the Edo period, the book is based on fact-
facing information offered by Chinese people who resided in Nagasaki, a Japan’s
only opening port at that time.

According to the book, literate education was provided both for boys and girls
from four and five year olds. Getting around ten years old, boys moved to prepare
for civil service examinations whereas girls were required to stay at home to do
housework including sewing and embroidering. Such circumstances is also referred
in Feng Youlan'’s San song tang zi xu = ¥ & H % . Private schools in late Qing
China educated children with textbooks including Qianziwen T 5 and
Baigiaxing FARE as well as Nii si shu IUE | Xiaojing Z4%, and Lie nii zhuan
ZU7C{z. The biography of Huang Luyin, Bingxin’s contemporary female novelist,
and Ba Jin’s novel Chin %%, also refer to these books. It shows that the educational
system of Qing China reinforced feudalism by educating girls with textbooks such
as N7 si shu ZCV9E:

However, the 1911 Revolution rapidly encouraged educational reforms for

modern institutionalisation that gradually faded the tradition of private schools.



Bingxin experienced pre-modern elementary education on the basis of the feudal
policy before the Revolution. In other words, her lived her childhood in a turning

point to a new era.
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