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The Development of Specialization in Manufacture within

the formation of Regional-based Group of Small businesses

——A Brief History of the Formation and Development of
Blanket Manufactuing Industry in Senshu Region—

Tatsuzo UEDA

Abstract

Small businesses coming under the manufacturing industry of the same kind are
usually located regionally together to form several groups. Since the Meiji era the
blanket manufacturing indsutry transplanted from abroad also had been taking roots
and forming groups in various regions of the whole country. In Senshu region,
Osaka Prefecture, the blanket manufacturing industry as a regional-based group
of small businesses reached to have the most important position, even by the
Secound World War, in all over the country, changing the industrial structure in
accordance with the development of productivity. This paper examines the develop-
ment of specialization in manufacture of regional-based group of small businesses
in Senshu region, giving an example of the blanket manufacturing dindustry of
Japan in prewar times.

Key wards : small business, small and medium enterprise, regional-based group of small
businesses, transplanted industry, traditional industry, blanket manufacturing industry,
social division of labour, specialization in manufacture, Senshu region
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