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Saigoku and Shikoku Pilgrimages Revisited
—Contemporary Trend (1)

Takashi Maeda

Abstract

It has been twenty years since "Sociological Study of Religions Pilgrims"
was published by the author. This paper attempts to respond to the critisisms
given ever since.

It also clarifies the contemporary patterns of both Saigoku and Shikoku
pilgrims that have changed in the last two decades:The number of pilgrims
have doubled and more than half of them are in their 40's and 50's replacing
the ones in their 60's.

Key words ; Riligious pilgrims. Saigoku 33 temples. Shikoku 88 temples. the annual
number of pilgrims, old people.
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