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Humanization of Work Today
Masaya MORITA

Abstract
It has been about twenty years since we started to pay attention to
the concept of '"humanization of work" in Japan. We define the first half
of this period, from the beginning of the 1970s to the beginning of the
1980s, as "the former term," and the latter half, from then until the
present, as''the latter term."

We define humanization of work in the former term as "the basic style
of humanization of work," in which, in the working life of the common
bluecollar worker, the work itself was transformed.

Today, we find that it is becoming difficult to grasp humanization of
work solely in terms of this basic style as it has been showing signs of
new developments. In this sense, the realization of autonomy is the
reason for humanization of work, but compared with that of the former
term, we must realise that the concept of autonomy itself is being
expanded.

Key words: the former term, the latter term, the basic style of humanization of work,
expansion of autonomy
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