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Eastward move of the Sogdian Turks and their influence
on the Three Commands of Heshuo,
especially focusing on the Military Commissioner Weibo

MORIBE Yutaka

This paper explains with the analysis of newly found stone record that the
military power of Sogdian soldiers was one of the reasons why the Three Commands
of Heshuo (Heshuo Sanzhen ii[#{ =$8), which were established after the rebellion
of An Lu-shan, remained semi-independent against Tang dynasty all the time.

The Sogdian soldiers, who played big rolls in the Three Commands of Heshuo,
are often said that they worked for An Lu-shan. However, the close analysis of their
detail action reveals that they moved to Hebei from Ordos even after the rebellion
of An-lushan was over. These Sogdian in Ordos were originally from Tuque( 225 )
in the North Asia in the 7th century, and they had become semi-nomad-troopers.
After the fall of Tuque, they were moved to Ordos and controlled by Tang dynasty.
Still they were active in various districts because they were skilled troopers thus
made great soldiers, and also they kept ties among Sogdian people by marriage
relations and spatial connections.

One of such cases was the military clique in the Three Commands of Heshuo.
Among them, the Sogdian soldiers had power in the military clique called Weibo
(Fit#)and finally made a Sogdian Military Commissioner.

However, their move to Hebei was disturbed by political reasons and unions

with other ethnic groups. The military power of Hebei's Sogdian soldiers were
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comparatively decreased, thus the military power of the Three Commands of
Heshuo declined as well. Then, they were used or merged by three powers of
Shatuo (¥ k&), Qidan(#2 J1), Zhu Quanzhong (2 4r 1) toward the end of Tang

dynasty and the period of Five Dynasties.
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