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How Should Social Work Be Taught at the Undergraduate
Level? Bewilderment of Qualifications and Curriculum

Akihiro SUGINO

Abstract

The purpose of the study is to explore what should be taught to undergraduate students seeking pro-
fessional careers in social work. Firstly, the study reviews the postwar development of vocational qual-
ifications for social workers in Japan which can be divided into three distinct periods, that is, 1950 to
1970, the 1970s, and 1980 to 2000. Secondly, it is considered to what extent the certified qualification
for social work, "shakai hukusi-si", which was introduced in 1987, has been established in Japanese soci-
ety in contrast to that for care workers, "kaigo hukusi-si". Thirdly, it is considered how and why the gov-
ernment revised in 2000 a curriculum for social work qualification. Finally, the study looks at several
arguments regarding the undergraduate education in social work. The study concludes that basic and
introductory education is important at the undergraduate level, and therefore, the professional training of
social work must be undertaken at the postgraduate level.
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