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Plastic style of the earthen masks in the Jomon era
—So-called nose-distorted masks

Susumu IKEDA

Abstract
1. Several cases of masks with distorted noses are observed.
2. Archaeological research on those masks is reviewed.
(1) The nose-distorted masks came from remains from the latest period of the Jomon era.
(2) The nose-distorted masks have been classified into 2 groups.
(3) Some points concerning the reason for the nose distortion are discussed.
3. Social and psychological meanings of masks in prehistorical age are inferred.
(1) Magical functions.
(2) Protecting living beings from Evil.
(3) Transformations.
(4) Avoiding the eyes of the Spirits watching living people.
(5) Social functions of masks in ancient religious events.
(6) Understanding of the style of the nose-distorted masks.
4. Various kinds of masks with face/nose distortion are displayed worldwide.
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