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Looking-glass-selves in the Communication of Socions (1)
Towards a Network Theory of
Alienation and Information

Yohji G. KIMURA and Keiko IKENOBU

Abstract

A matrix of communication of 4 socion units, I (A; first person), You (B; second person), He/Her
(C; third person) and Somebody (D; “fourth” person) is developed in terms of the trust(P) and
distrust (N) relationship. The crucial role of somebody (D; “fourth” person) is discussed intensively in
the relation to the unidentifiable “otherness”. The basic trust to “you”, at least “one” second person
of the network, is very essential to get the correct information from the environment, since “you”
plays the intermediating role of truth/reality in the socion-network communication.

The lack of “basic trust” to you, or trustworthy you yourself, makes “me” (the first person)
impossible to access to the correct information of myself (“the looking-glass-self”), which means, the
feedback loop of the self-system will be broken. “I” will be necessarily isolated and “the others” may
often become threatening force. Illusions and delusions, suspicions and betrayals as well, must be very
possibly (and “reasonably”) resulted. The stabilizing role of “he/her” is discussed. Finally, a 3D
matrix model (named sociotron) of triadic communications among these four persons is exploited in
order to explain the mechanism of “alienation” and “reappropriation of selves.”

Keywords: socion network communication self other trust alienation information looking-glass-self
narrative sociotron
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